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Just Around the Corner! 
Summer is just about here!  I would like to 

extend my sincere appreciation to all of 

our parents, our incredible volunteers, our 

School Council, and our dedicated staff for 

their continued support, encouragement, 

cooperation, and assistance.  I would also like to thank 

our students for their hard work, cooperation and 

respectful behaviour all year long!    
 

Remember to play safely, read EVERY day and to 

memorize your multiplication facts! 
 

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire” 
 William Butler Yeats 

Erika Black 
Principal 

____________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
June 2     VKG Track and Field (RD June 9) 

June 3   PA Day 

June 6   Skills Canada presentation gr 7/8 

June 10 Bike Safety assembly  

Farmers in the Playground                                                     

June 13 Fire Safety presentation gr 2/4  

June 14  Gr. 6/7/8 Golf at Granite Ridge 

June 15  Band & gr 7/8 to Wonderland 

Kindergarten Feed All 4 

Symposium 

June 16  Regional Track & Field (RD 17th) 

June 20  Track & Field Relays 

June 27  Grade 8 Graduation Ceremony 

June 29  Reports go home 

Last day of school! 

 
 

Are You Moving?  
We hope not, but if you are … please let the office know 

a.s.a.p.  Your new school will require a Transfer of 

Information form from us as soon as possible to assist 

with your registration and placement for the coming 

year.  

 

Spreading the News! 
A big thank you to Mrs. Kent, Mrs. 

Tomassoni, and Mrs. Beane for all 

of their hard work and for being 

part of the VK Greer team. We thank you for your 

dedication to learning for all!  We will miss you and we 

wish you all the best in your next adventures.  
 

 

Artists All Around Us! 
VK is getting quite the reputation for the Arts! Kudos to 

all of the actors and actresses who performed in a 

smashing rendition of Hansel & Gretel!  You were all 

fantastic!  A big thank you to the co-directors Mrs. Peat 

and Mrs. Humphrey for their time and extra efforts! 

Thank you as well to Mrs. Seward for creating the 

costumes along with Ms. Aitken and the grade 8 class.  

Thank you to Mrs. Pitts, our sound technician and to all 

of the staff who helped out behind the scenes! You all 

contributed to making a very memorable experience! 
 

Several of our students also entered the Huntsville 

Mayor’s Art Contest.  Congratulations to the following 

winners: 

Leah Richter - Mayor’s Choice Award 

Amber Kerr - People’s Choice & Honourable Mention 

Seneca Stark - Honourable Mention 
 

Library News 
All library books are due back to the library 

on Monday June 6th.   Lost materials will be 

charged at a rate of $2 for a magazine, $5 

for a paperback, and $10 for a hardcover book.  Please 

take the time to look for your child’s overdue books, as 

we would prefer the books over the money. 
 

In September…Students are reminded to return 

to this year’s teacher on the first day back to say hello 

and share summer stories.  They will then find out which 

class they are in and we will transition them before 9:30 

that morning.  Class lists will not be posted.
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Last Call for  

Lost & Found Items!  
Please encourage your child to check 

for their belongings in the Lost & 

Found located in the front foyer. 

Any items left at school after June 30th will be donated 

to charity. 
 

 

Taking Care of Property 
Please speak to your son/daughter about treating all 

school equipment/furniture/learning materials with 

respect.  It is unfortunate to report that we have had 

several headphones damaged, iPads screens cracked or 

written on, phys-ed equipment broken, and washroom 

walls written on.  Please encourage your children to care 

for all school equipment! 
 

 

Robo-Robotics Fair   

Monsieur Barrett was proud to report that our two 

Robotics Teams were exceptional VK representatives at 

this year’s Regional Robotics Competition. 

Congratulations to our Intermediate team for their 

ingenuity and teamwork: Ryan Clarke, Nathan Secord, 

River Dawe, and Corbin Walsh.  Kudos to our Junior team 

who won all their battles and were crowned the TLDSB 

Junior Champions: Kaelan Meunier, Tanner Paddle, Owen 

Perry, and Nathan Stanley.  We are proud of you! 

 
 

Food Allergies at VK Greer 
Just a reminder to everyone that VK Greer is a Peanut 
Safe school.  We have several students and staff at our 

school with life-threatening allergies.  Please DO NOT 

send any nut products to school.  This includes simulated 

or imitation nut products such as WOW Butter.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact the 

office. 

 
 

Flip Flops are Fun … however, 

please remind your child that running 

shoes are the safest choice for outdoor 

play at recess time!  Running shoes must 

be worn for every gym class.

 

Farmers in the Playground 
Mrs. Pitts’ class has been working with 

Kelli Ebbs of the Common Roots Food 

Collective to learn about growing 

food in our school garden.  The 

students have learned a wide 

variety of gardening skills and the 

importance of eating a healthy diet.  

By the end of the school year, the students will have 

planted the school garden with a large variety of 

vegetables and herbs.  Funding for this program is made 

possible by a grant from General Mills Canada.   

 

In order to keep our garden program up and running 

through the summer, volunteers are needed.  If you are 

interested in volunteering, please contact Kelli Ebbs at 

muskokanorthfood@gmail.com.  Volunteers will be able 

to “harvest some rewards” through the summer.  We 

appreciate all help to keep our garden in good shape for 

September. 
 
 

Dress for School 
As warmer weather approaches, this is 

a good time to remind students and 

parents about our Dress Code. 

Highlights include the following: 

 Spaghetti straps, muscle shirts, 

and low-scooped necklines are unacceptable, as are 

bare midriffs.  3-fingers width for straps 

 Shirts must be tuckable - shorts and skirts must be a 

reasonable length. 

 Undergarments should not be visible 
 

 

Stranger Danger and Street Smarts! 
Please take some time to go over 

‘Stranger Danger’ and safety 

guidelines for bike riding, 

swimming, etc. with your child.   

Identifying where they can go to 

feel safe and who they can contact is a good 

preventative measure should they find themselves in an 

uncomfortable situation while hanging out in the summer.

mailto:muskokanorthfood@gmail.com
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Facts about Summer Reading 
 

The Problem: The “Summer Slide” – learning or 

reading skill losses during the summer months.  
 

Regardless of ethnicity, socioeconomic level, or previous 

achievement, children who read four or more books over 

the summer fare better on reading-comprehension tests 

in the fall than their peers who read one or no books 

over the summer. Of even greater concern is the fact 

that these losses are cumulative, creating a wider gap 

each year between more proficient and less proficient 

students. By the time a struggling reader reaches 

middle school, summer reading loss has accumulated to a 

two–year lag in reading achievement.  

Teachers typically spend between 4 to 6 weeks re-

teaching material students have forgotten over the 

summer.  
 

 

The Solution: Encourage kids to read four or more 

books!  
 

Studies show that by reading four or five 

books during the summer, elementary 

students can avoid reading achievement 

losses that normally occur over those 

months. Plus, the number of books read 

during the summer is consistently related 

to academic gains. 
 

Parent Tip: 

Build Habits of Understanding! 
Your child is growing up in a media-rich, technological 

world. Changes in society are happening so quickly that 

children need time to think about the underlying 

messages in print or in other media. Below are some 

ways you can help to foster critical literacy skills. 

• Help your child understand the speaker’s viewpoint or 

perspective. 

• Talk about how language is used to persuade people – 

for example, talk about the powerful effects of 

language in advertising. 

• Ask if your child has learned something new that 

prompts new questions. Does it change what your child 

thinks about the topic? How can he or she find out if it 

is accurate? 
Source: www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideLit2012.pdf 
 

 

Play Safe in the Summer 
Did you know that “drowning is the 

second leading cause of injury 

related death for Canadian children? 

Every year almost 60 children drown. 

This is equal to more than two 

classrooms full of children. Each 

year another 140 children must stay 

in the hospital because they nearly drowned. Near-

drowning can result in long-term health effects. It can 

affect the way a child thinks, learns, and plays.”  

www.parachutecanada.org 
 

Tips to keep children safe this summer: 

 Supervision is key; 90% of shallow water drowning 

among children occurred when an adult was absent. 

 Put down your electronic devices; listening isn’t 

enough to prevent drowning. Most drowning is silent 

and occurs in just a few seconds. 

 Swimming lessons allow children to gain confidence 

around water. Remember, lessons don’t provide kids 

with special protection; supervision is always needed. 

 Young children and weak swimmers should wear life 

jackets in or around the water. You and your child 

should always wear life jackets when riding in a boat. 

 
 

A safety message  

from our police partners Corner 
Road safety includes being 

respectful of the many bicyclists 

who use our roadways. The OPP would 

like to remind motorists to “share 

the road” and move over whenever it 

is safe to do so. 
 

Bicycle helmets are a vital part of safety and should be 

worn by all riders. Bicyclists up to the age of 18 are 

legally required to wear a helmet when on a roadway and 

failure to comply could result in a $70 ticket. Parents or 

guardians who knowingly permit cyclists less than 

sixteen years of age to ride without a helmet may be 

fined as per section 104 of the Highway Traffic Act. 

Stay safe – wear a helmet! 

                              Source: OPP Constable Carrie Lanning
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Your Fundraising Dollars… 
go towards class trips, phys-ed & recess 

equipment, the kindergarten shed, library 

books, and graduation. Thank you very 

much for your continued support! 
 

Being active for 30 

minutes every day is the best 

thing you can do for your 

health.  Check out this video - 

it’s a quick watch and very well 

presented: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUaInS6HIGo 

Or Google “23 and ½ hours” to find the link. 
 

 

The Khan Academy 
The Khan Academy is an excellent ‘free’ site to boost 

math and science skills.  Students give it a thumbs up – 

check it out over the summer! 

http://www.khanacademy.org/ 
 

 

Good Questions to Ask 

your Children! 

 
 What did you do today that really made you think? 

 What was one problem that you had today and how 

did you solve it? 

 What did you do today that made you laugh? 

 What is something that you are getting better at 

doing? 

 What is the best mistake you made today?  What 

did you learn? 

 Do you like the book are you reading?  Why or why 

not? 

 

School Council Makes a Difference 
There are many ways to be involved with School Council 

and every way enhances the student experience. 

Nutrition is supported through the daily Healthy Snack 

program.  Sports, music, drama, playground 

improvement, graduation, and other projects are 

supported through annual fundraising efforts.  Student 

achievement is supported when parents 

and guardians learn something new at 

School Council meetings and events. 

When everyone gets involved and lends a 

hand, all students benefit.  Thank you to 

this year’s members and volunteers for 

making a difference for V.K. Greer 

students! 
 

 

Looking For a Way to Become Involved 

at VK Greer PS? 
As a School Council member, you can help your council 

discover new and exciting ways to contribute to the 

education of students at VK Greer.  Education is a 

partnership involving parents, students, teachers, 

principals, school boards, government, and the 

community.  Your involvement in the council gives you the 

opportunity to strengthen that partnership, and to be 

part of a dedicated team to help support improving 

student achievement.  Parent involvement is one of the 

most significant factors that contributes to a child’s 

success in school.   
 

When parents are involved in their children’s 
education, the level of student achievement 
increases.  Students attend school more regularly; 
they complete more homework in a consistent manner, 
and demonstrate more positive attitudes towards 
school.  They are also more likely to complete high 
school.                                                         EIC 2000 
 

Being a member of our School Council allows you to:  

contribute to the shared goal of improving student 

achievement at VKG; be informed about what is 

happening at the school, the board and at the provincial 

level of education. In September 2016, we are hoping to 

have parent representatives from all grades, 

Kindergarten through to grade 8.  Your commitment 

would include attending four meetings throughout the 

school year, possibly participating on any committees 

established by the school council, contributing to the 

discussions at council meetings, and soliciting the views 

of other parents to share at council meetings. If you are 

interested in becoming part of the VKG School Council 

next year, please contact Jennie Seward at 

vkchairone@gmail.com. 
 

Your participation can make a difference! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUaInS6HIGo
http://www.khanacademy.org/
mailto:vkchairone@gmail.com

