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Instilling a Growth 

Mindset! 
Reams of research show that students 

who are praised for being smart fixate on performance, 

shying away from taking risks and meeting potential 

failure.  Students who are praised for their efforts try 

harder and persist with tasks longer.  These “effort” 

kids have a “growth mindset” marked by resilience and a 

thirst for mastery; the “smart” ones have a “fixed 

mindset” believing intelligence to be innate and not 

malleable.  We acknowledge that we need to praise their 

efforts; however the praise needs to be connected to 

what they are learning, i.e. what their next steps are. 

The key to instilling a growth mindset is teaching 

children that their brains are like muscles that can be 

strengthened through hard work and persistence.  So 

rather than saying, “Not everybody is good at math.  

Just do your best”, say “When you learn how to do a new 

math problem, it grows your brain.” Or instead of saying, 

“Maybe math is not one of your strengths,” a better 

approach is adding “yet” to the end of the sentence: 

“Maybe math is not one of your strengths yet.”  
J. Anderson 2016 
Intelligence is malleable.  We can all change our brain!  

Model taking risks by learning something new and talk 

about it to your child!  Perhaps it will encourage them to 

take risks in their own learning! 

 

Erika Black 
Principal 

 

March 11, 2016 PA Day 
There will be a PA day added to this 

year’s school calendar. The additional 

PA day will be Friday, March 11th (before March Break). 

This addition is part of the provincial contracts 

negotiated earlier this school year with our teacher 

unions. An additional professional activity day is to be 

included in each school year.  

Parent teacher interviews will be held on Thursday, 

March 10th from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Teachers will 

contact parents to offer interview times. 

 

Dates to Remember: 
February 2nd  Volleyball HPS @ VKG 

February 5th   PA Day 
February 9th  Volleyball VKG @ Riverside 

February 11th  Volleyball Pine Glen @ VKG 

February 12th  Pink, Red & White Spirit Day 

February 15th  Family Day Holiday 
February 16th      Volleyball Spruce Glen @ VKG 

February 17th  Elective Day 1 
February 18th  VKG @ St. Mary’s 

February 19th  Report Cards go home 
February 23rd  Volleyball VKG @ Irwin 

February 24th  Elective Day 2 
March 1st  Volleyball Tournament @ Riverside 

February 26th  ‘ER’ Spirit Day (dress up as someone who 

ends with ‘er’, e.g. monster, lawyer, dancer) 

March 2nd   Final Elective Day 

March 10th  Awesome Sock Spirit Day,                                       

Parent-Teacher Interview Evening 

March 11th  PA Day *NEW* 
March 14-20th  March Break 
 
 

Please Do Your Best NOT to Be Late! 
When your child arrives on time to school, 

they have time to connect with their 

peers prior to the bell.  They are also 

present for the morning routine and 

receive the outline of the day from 

their teacher. Both of these are incredibly important 

when setting the stage for the day, both socially and 

academically.  Being on time also instils the importance 

of being punctual. Please do your best in helping your 

child prepare for making the bus and arriving on time! 

They will appreciate it! 
 

Where is the Bus? 
Please log into www.mybustoschool.ca 

and subscribe to receive emails if 

your child’s bus is delayed or 

cancelled.  Notices are sent out for both morning pick-

ups and afternoon drop-offs.  Just click on the “Delays 

& Cancellations” link to register! 

http://www.mybustoschool.ca/
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What Else is Happening? 
 Battle of the Books (Junior/Intermediate) 

 Mini-Stick Hockey Tournament (Primary/Junior) 

 Read and Doodle Club (Day 3’s first recess) 

 Cross-Country Skiing Club 

 Electives (grades 1-8) 

 VKG Volleyball Teams 

 Hansel and Gretel Practices 

 Junior Ukulele Club and Intermediate Band! 

 Robotics 
 
 

Report cards are coming! Report cards 
are coming! 

What’s the first thing you look at? 

Be honest. It’s the grades, isn’t it? 

But there are more important things 

for parents to focus on. That’s why 

the new report card format starts with your child’s 

learning skills—responsibility, organization, independent 

work, collaboration, initiative, and self-regulation. 

Research by neuroscientists and educational 

psychologists has shown that it is these skills that have 

the greatest impact on students’ ability to succeed, not 

just in school, but in life. 

These are also the skills that parents can help build at 

home. Students whose parents have high expectations 

and who focus on building strong work habits and a 

positive attitude are more likely to be successful in 

school. The information about your child’s learning skills 

can help you support them in the areas that need 

improvement. 

Report cards are also a great tool parents can use to 

initiate conversations about school. Go over the report 

card with your child, talk about where they do well and 

where they may be struggling. 

Whether your child is struggling or doing very well, go to 

the parent–teacher interviews! They are great 

opportunities to learn more about ways you, your child, 

and your child’s teachers can co-operate on strategies 

to help in subjects where your child is having difficulty. 

If there are comments or parts of the report card that 

you do not understand, ask the teacher about them. 

Okay, now you can look at the marks! People for Education, Jan. 2014

 

Staff Updates 
We wish Mrs. Kujala and Mr. Marshall 

all the best as they each begin their 

half-year leave on February 4th.  We 

look forward to hearing about their 

travels when they return to VK in 

September.  We welcome Ms. Megan 

de laGran and Ms. Allison Kent who will be teaching the 

6/7 and 4 /5.  Both teachers have wonderful 

experiences in education and we welcome them to our 

team! 

 
 

What’s the best way to get better  

in reading and math? 
The only way to get better in 

reading is to read! The only way 

to know your multiplication 

tables is to practice them!  Help 

your child practice their 

timetables while driving in the car and be sure to 

read with them every night!  
 

 

Please Return Your 

"Yellow Sheet"! 
Each child will soon be bringing 

home a yellow Student 

Information Verification sheet.  

Parents/guardians are asked to make any 

updates/corrections necessary and return it to school 

by Friday, February 19th.  Even if all of the information 

is correct, please sign and return. 
 
 

VK Greer  

Battle of the Books! 
 

Congratulations to the 7 junior 

and 7 intermediate teams who 

have signed up for this year’s 

battles! Battles will begin in 

March. Good luck to all the 

competitors and ‘may the odds 
be forever in your favour’’! 
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Driving to School? 
When you are driving to the school, 

please remember the school driveway is 

one way.  Vehicles must enter the school 

from Greer Road and exit the school via 

Muskoka Road 10. 

 

Viper Volleyball 
Our volleyball season is now in full swing. Congratulations 

to the following players for making this year’s school 

teams!  

 

Girls’ Travel Team: Sydney Hehir, Amber Kerr, Josie 

Bjorkquist, Seneca Stark Jenna Yeo, Vicki Collier, Emma 

Flaxman, Kate Franks, Sally Franks.  Practice Team:  

Christine Evans, Claire McKnight, Emily Kitchen, 

Mackenzie Davis, Eliana Zylstra. 

 

Boys’ Team: Alan East, Niko 

Iden, Kyle Kingshott, 

Jeremiah Martin, Joseph 

Perlock, Dawson Stevenson, 

Gage Denney, Ryan Clarke, 

Cole Patey, Cole Stevens.  
 

 

Winter Activities are soon to begin! Please 

remember to send in your child’s permission forms and 

payment before Monday, February 1st.      Thank you! 

 

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS 
Dress up to show your unique personality and earn Snake Pit Points! 

 

Friday, February 12th – ‘Pink, Red & White Day’ 

 

Friday, February 26th – ‘ER’ Day (dress up as someone 

who ends with ‘er’, e.g. monster, lawyer, dancer)  

 

Thursday, March 10th – Awesome Sock Day 
 

 

Indoor Footwear  

Needed Every Day! 
Please remember that students need 

to wear indoor footwear at all times when in the school.  

No sock feet, please!

 

Cold Weather – Appropriate Dress 
We have had some cold days so far this 

winter.  Please ensure that your child comes 

to school dressed for the weather; hats, 

mitts, boots, snow pants, and winter coats 

are necessary on these blistery winter days! 

The season of snowforts and snowballs is upon us. We 

encourage fort building as it is a great team-building 

exercise; however, the understanding is, if they didn’t 

build the fort they can’t break it. Please remind your 

child(ren) that throwing snow is not allowed.  
 

 

Peer Pressure 
Friends are important for children 

and teenagers. However, sometimes 

those relationships can lead to 

conflict with parents as they try to 

adjust the way they relate to their 

child or teen.  Parents can encourage 

children or teenagers to have good friends and positive 

peer relationships by taking an interest in who they 

spend time with, showing interest in their child or 

teenager’s social activities, and helping their child or 

teenager consider how to make safer choices in social 

situations. To find out more, call Your Health Connection 

at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 or visit the new 

Triple P Ontario website at www.triplepontario.ca. 
 

 

Brrrring on WinterPlay!  
Did you know that winter weather is cited as one of the 

reasons why kids don’t play outside like they used to?  

As part of ParticipACTION’s movement to Bring Back 

Play, they have launched 

Bring Back Winter Play, 

a campaign designed to 

inspire families to bundle 

up and get outside for at 

least 60 minutes of good 

‘ol fashioned winter fun 

each day! 
 

Visit http://www.participaction.com/get-moving/bring-

back-winter-play/for a 30-day calendar of ways to 

play in the snow or rain that will keep kids happy 

and moving. 

http://www.triplepontario.ca/
http://participaction.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=680fb1f4cd825979e31780200&id=6ac47ac212&e=1fe1e0c424
http://www.participaction.com/get-moving/bring-back-winter-play/
http://www.participaction.com/get-moving/bring-back-winter-play/
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Please Remember to: 
 Read with your child every 

night. 

 Send indoor shoes. 

 Label your child’s clothing. 

 Keep us informed of changes in telephone 

numbers including emergency contact numbers 
 

 

Hansel and Gretel  

is Coming to VK Greer! 
This year's musical is now 

underway at VK Greer. 

Sixty students turned 

out to say they were 

interested in being part 

of our play. Fantastic! 

Auditions are finished 

and rehearsals have 

begun as we prepare to 

act and sing our way 

through the story of Hansel and Gretel. Mark Tuesday, 

May 17th and Wednesday, May 18th @ 7:00 pm on your 

calendar, so you will not to miss our fabulous 

performance!   
 

 

Kindergarten Registration for 

September 2016 
If you have yet to do so, please register your child for 

JK ASAP!  What you need to bring: 
 Proof of age for each child 

 Name and phone number of a family doctor 

 Ontario Health card number (optional) 

 Child’s immunization record 

 Residence road name and 911 address 

 JK student must be 4 years old by Dec. 31/16 
 

 

How To Talk To Your Car  
Use words that are pleasing, 

Like: fast and cool, sweet and shiny, 

And bright and awesome! 

Try: gas, good music! 

Say: Speed and blurry! 

But whatever, you never say,  

- Never say FIRE!   By Ethan Gr. 3

 

Why “Mathitude” Matters 
 Students who are encouraged to have a positive 

attitude about math from an early age will develop 

positive feelings about the subject. 

 Students who are engaged in the learning process 

will learn more and be open to further learning. 

 Students who believe that math is important for 

their future will be more motivated to learn math. 

Yes, you can really help your child succeed in math! 
 

Make Math Part of Everyday Life! 
 

Math Games  

On quiet evenings and during vacations, play math games.  

Math puzzles and games can show that math is fun.  

They also require trial-and-error thinking, enhance 

numeracy and logical thinking, and promote discussion.   

 

Math at the Grocery Store 

Take your child shopping! Talk to 

your child about how to weigh 

fruit on a scale or how to 

estimate the total cost of items 

as you fill your cart. 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATES 
 

Next Meeting 
Join us at 7pm on Tues. Mar. 22nd  

in the school library. 

ALL Parents/Guardians welcome! 

Parent Tool Kit: A Parent’s Guide to the 

Revised Health and Physical Education 

Curriculum, Grades 1-12 

Summary available in the office.  Additional 

information can be found at 

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.h

tml 

Stepping Stones, are source on youth development (for 

youth, ages 12-25) www.oncatio.ca/steppingstones 

 

Search Suggestions: 

Check out #TLDSBLearns on social media for math and 

other tips that teachers are posting! 

CODE: ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement.html 

Math support – check out Mathies, a website designed 

for K-12 students and parents: mathies.ca 
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
http://www.oncatio.ca/steppingstones

