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We Wish You a Merry 

Christmas! . . . December is 

always an exciting month filled with 

activities and good cheer!  Please join us 

on December 16th at 2:00 pm or 6:30 pm 

for our Christmas Concert.   At VK, we encourage our 

students to realize that presents don’t always come 

wrapped up in boxes and bows – they can come in the 

form of goodwill and random acts of kindness.  Being 

kind, doing a good deed, helping out without being asked, 

and treating others with kindness are presents you can 

give others every day.  On behalf of the staff at VK 

Greer PS, I wish all of you a Merry Christmas, a safe 

and happy holiday, and all the very best in the New Year!  
 

Erika Skala Black 

Principal 
 

 

Next Steps.... In the past few 

weeks, teachers have been extremely 

busy reviewing their assessments and 

evaluations and writing the Progress 

Reports.  Two very important parts of your child’s 

report are the Learning Skills section and what the 

teacher has identified as their ‘Next Steps’.  Teachers 

have indicated what your child needs to work on and I 

encourage you to help your child achieve their ‘next 

steps’ to success. Please help your child set some goals 

to improve their learning skills, as development of these 

skills will greatly benefit them! 

 

Tips to Support Learning at Home: Regular review of 

the concepts covered in class is very important.  

Student’s brains need the time and opportunity for 

rehearsal to make strong and lasting connections.  

Verbalizing what they have learned reinforces their 

knowledge ... ask your son/daughter to explain their 

work to you, highlight the important points, self-

evaluate their work, or discuss their favourite parts. An 

interesting point to remember is that students can only 

attend for their age in years + or - two minutes!

 

Dates to Remember: 
December 4th  Santa’s Bazaar 

December 9th-16th   Friendship Surprise Bags on Sale 

December 11th  Progress Reports go home 

December 11th  ‘Ugly Christmas Sweater Day’ 

December 16th  Christmas Concert 2:00 & 6:30 pm 

December 14, 15, 17, 18th  Carolling  (see below) 

December 18th  PJ Day & Assembly 

December 19–January 3rd (inclusive) Holidays! 

January 4th        Back to School! 
 
 

Join us for Carolling in the Gym! 
December 14th 9 am 

December 15th 2:40 pm 

December 17th 2:40 pm 

December 18th 9 am.  
 

 

SANTA’S BAZAAR 
Don’t miss the VK Greer School Council’s Annual Santa’s 

Bazaar event taking place on Friday, December 4th from 

4:30pm to 9:00pm in the school gym.  Some of Santa’s 
Elves will be here ready to help students go shopping 

(4:30-7 pm) to buy gifts and 

surprise family members on 

Christmas Day.  The vendors will 

open to parents and the 

community from 7-9 pm. There will 

be a Silent Auction with great 

items for everyone in the family, as well as, a hot chili 

dinner in our Cafe.  Everyone in the community is 

welcome to attend. 
 

 

BOOK FAIR! The Scholastic Book Fair 

is coming to VKG! On December 3rd and 4th, 

you can buy great new books and activities 

for kids. Books make great STOCKING 

STUFFERS!  Profits from this fair will help 

us purchase new books to fill our library! The book fair 

will be open during Santa’s Bazaar.
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Friendship Surprise Bags 
Students can pre-order Surprise Bags 

(filled with Christmas trinkets) for 

their friends during 1st recess Dec. 

9th – 16th for $1.00 each.  They will be delivered Dec. 

18th.  Thank you Student Government! 
 

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS 
Dress Up To Earn Snake Pit Points! 

 

Friday, December 11th –  Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 
Friday December 18th – PJ Day 

Dress up to show off your unique personality and creativity! 

 

Dress for the Weather! 
The winter months are upon us so I 

would like to take a moment to remind 

everyone to come to school prepared 

for the weather.  We regularly go 

outside for recess and some physical education classes 

in the winter months.  The only time we would stay inside 

is when the temperature (with or without the windchill) 

reaches -20°C or below.  Students are required to have 

a pair of indoor shoes to wear to prevent slips and 

falls and in case of a fire drill.  Please ensure that 

they have a pair of shoes to wear at school. 
 

 

Recognize Anything  

in our Lost & Found? 

 
Our Lost & Found collection is growing and we would like 

to return items to their rightful owners.  Any items left 

in the lost and found collection will be donated to 

charity at the Christmas Break.

 

School Isn’t Just about the 3 Rs … 

 

We constantly teach 

students the social skills 

they need to be 

successful inside and 

outside our walls.   

 

Please help us in teaching 

these skills to your 

child(ren) by discussing 

their importance and 

correcting their behaviour 

when needed.  Together, 

we will guide them in being 

the best that they can be!  

 

 
 

Snow Is In The Air. . .   
Yes, the season of snowforts and 

snowballs will soon be upon us.  We 

encourage fort building as it is a great team-building 

exercise; however, the understanding is, if they didn’t 

build the fort, they can’t break it.  Please remind your 

child(ren) that throwing snow is not allowed and to slide 

down the hills/mounds of snow on their ‘seat’. Please 

leave your sleds at home. Thank you! 

 
 

What is Bullying?  
Bullying is repeated behaviour, where there is a 

perceived unequal power and control, with the intention 

to hurt another. Bullying is a learned behaviour.  

Children learn many bullying habits from adult role 

models including parents, teachers, athletes, media 

figures, etc.  Adult behaviours that are usually called 

rude, inconsiderate, and prejudicial are seen as 

acceptable when camouflaged as humour. Children may 

be imitating aggressive behaviour they have seen on 

television, in movies, or at home.  Research shows that 

93% of video games reward violent behaviour.  

Additional findings show that 25% of boys aged 12-17 

regularly visit hate internet sites. It is extremely 

important for adults to discuss violence in the media 

with youth, so they can learn how to keep it in context.

http://www.lauracandler.com/strategies/socialskills.php
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Encourage Your Child to Stand up 

against Bullying!  Encourage your child to 

have a voice and be heard! 
In the majority of cases, bullying stops within 10 

seconds when peers intervene, or do not support the 

bullying behaviour. If you see someone being bullied: 

 Think about how you would feel if you were being 

bullied. 

 How would you want someone to help you? 

 Support someone who is being picked on. Offer 

to go with them to tell an adult 

 Stand up to the person doing the bullying.  Let 

him/her know that what he/she’s doing isn’t cool 

or funny – it’s wrong. 

 Don’t ever laugh at someone being bullied, and if 

you see other bystanders laughing or joining in, 

try to stop them. 

Report what you’ve seen to an adult. 
 

 

Screen Time, Sleep Interference, and 

Brain Development  
Too much “gaming” and violent television can affect a 

child’s ability to pay attention and control his or her 

behaviour. Unmonitored “screen time” has also been 

linked to sleep deprivation which can impact memory and 

overall school performance. We can all 

take an active role in monitoring and 

limiting “screen time” and developing 

healthy night time routines with our 

children. Playing video games with your 

child makes you aware of what they are 

playing, and modelling habits such as turning off 

electronics one hour before bed time create healthy 

routines. To learn more, visit the Douglas Mental Health 

University website and the Entertainment Software 

Association of Canada websites at www.douglas.qc.ca and 

www.theesa.ca.  
Source: Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit and the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit. 
 

Viper Basketball   The VK Vipers 

Basketball teams are having quite a 

successful season so far with a record of 

7 wins and 2 defeats including going 5-1 at 

the Huntsville High School tournament.  

We are building some team spirit and are learning new 

skills.  We have 3 team managers and also for the first 

time, we have a team mascot.  Mr. Barrett is very proud 

to coach this group of athletes!  

 

Lady Vipers: Josie Bjorkquist, Vicki Collier, Emma 

Flaxman, Sydney Hehir, Amber Kerr, Jenna Yeo, 

Mackenzie Davis, Christine Evans, Katie Franks, Sally 

Franks, Emily Kitchen, Claire McKnight, Eliana Zylstra. 

 

Viper Boys: Alan East, Jeremiah Martin, Matt Stayer, 

Cole Stevens, Ty Zanetti, Kyle Kingshott, Kayden Paddle, 

Dawson Stevenson, Cole Patey, Trent Annis, Ryan Clarke, 

Gage Denney, Corbin Walsh, Niko Iden. 
 

Both teams are to be commended on and off the court! 

A huge thank you to our basketball coach, Mr. Barrett, 

for all his extra time and efforts - you are awesome! 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATES 
 

 

Santa’s Bazaar 
Fri. Dec. 4th from 4:30 to 9:00 pm 

 
 

This popular annual event features a low-
cost shopping opportunity for children (they 
can shop on their own or with the help of 
elves), free gift-wrapping, a Chili Dinner 
Café for the whole family, a Silent Auction, 
Raffle, and a Book Fair! 
 
Proceeds will go towards these Wish List items: 
Graduation, Playground Equipment, Library Upgrades. 
 

 

Next Meeting 
Join us on Thu. Jan. 19th at 7pm in the Library 

ALL Parents/Guardians are welcome. 
 

Topics: Plans/Dates for Winter & Spring 
 

Can’t attend meetings, but want to stay 
informed? Sign up for e-Council at any 
time! 
 

 
Questions? Contact: 

Jennie: vkchairtwo@gmail.com / 705-380-2564 
Or vkcouncil@gmail.com  

 

 

We wish you and your family a safe and 

happy holiday!  

Play Safely and Read Every Day! 
 

mailto:vkchairtwo@gmail.com
mailto:vkcouncil@gmail.com


 

V.K. Greer Memorial Public School 

Presents its 

25
th

 Annual Santa ‘s Bazaar 

Date: Friday December 4, 2015 

Time:  4:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

We Need YOUR Help with the Bazaar! 

We are looking for the following: 

● Donations of Pots of Chili  ● Donations of Baked Goods 

● Donations of Fruit  ● Wrappers 

If you could help in any of the above please contact Jennifer 

Perlock at Jennifer@velocitypartners.ca or by phone  

705-645-5575 (home) or 705-641-0343 (cell text or talk). 

mailto:Jennifer@velocitypartners.ca

