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We Wish You a Merry 

Christmas! . . . December is 

always an exciting month filled with 

activities and good cheer!  Please join us 

on December 19th at 2:00 pm or 6:30 pm 

for our Christmas Concert.   At VK, we encourage our 

students to realize that presents don’t always come 

wrapped up in boxes and bows – they can come in the 

form of goodwill and random acts of kindness.  Being 

kind, doing a good deed, helping out without being asked, 

and treating others with kindness are presents you can 

give others every day.  On behalf of the staff at VK 

Greer PS, I wish all of you a Merry Christmas, a safe 

and happy holiday, and all the very best in the New Year!  
 

Erika Skala Black 

Principal 
 

 

Dates to Remember: 
December 2nd  ‘Festive’ Christmas Sweater Day  

Mac & Cheese Fundraiser 

Santa’s Bazaar 4:30-7:30 pm 

December 16th  ‘North Pole’ Spirit Day  

December 19th  Christmas Concert 2 & 6:30 pm 

December 20/21/22 Carolling  

December 22nd  PJ Day & Assembly 

Dec 23–Jan 8th   Christmas Holidays! 

January 9th  Back to School! 
 

 

Late for School? 
When a child is late for school, they 

miss an important time to make 

connections with their peers before the 

bell.  They miss their teacher’s opening instructions and 

outline of the day.  When they enter the class, their 

anxiety level can be elevated and they are not set up for 

success from the very start. All students need to feel 

like they are “part of the team” at the beginning of the 

day, not the “intruder” who is interrupting.  Please help 

set your child up for a good day by getting them to 

school on time. Punctuality is a great life skill to instill!

 

Art and Math 
Art and math have a lot in common 

with each other.  In fact, you can see 

the math in art and the art in math!  

Patterns, shapes, geometry, 

symmetry, spatial reasoning, and 

proportional reasoning are all a part 

of the arts (visual art/music/dance) as they are of 

mathematics. 
 

Some of what you see your child doing in school in the 

arts, is also an engagement with mathematical ideas at 

the same time!  By blending mathematics and the arts, 

students learn in ways that are intellectual, emotional, 

and physical.  Children learn in many different ways and 

research tells us that participating in the arts is one 

way that is very engaging for all of us.   
 

A child stringing beads in a pattern or making a 

patterned bracelet is creating an understanding of 

patterning, although to them it may look simply like a 

pleasing design. When a child learns to play the piano, 

they are developing mathematical understanding of the 

relationships between scales, notes, and chords.  

Symmetry can be seen in the symmetrical features of a 

butterfly or in a design when building.  Children may 

notice patterns in wallpaper, floor tiles, rhythmic beats, 

or choreography.  There is math everywhere! 
 

Can you and your child notice and name the mathematics 

in the arts that you encounter?  Making links help 

deepen the understanding of both! 
 

When at VKG, be sure to check out the art that hangs in 

our hallways.  Our teachers are wonderful at weaving 

mathematical concepts in their art lessons and our 

talented students display them well!  During recess you 

will often hear our intermediate students practising 

their instruments, learning the beat, and developing 

their understanding of musical scores. 
 

Interested in more? Search on the internet for “golden 

ratio” to see an example of mathematics at work in 

nature and art! 
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BOOK FAIR! The Scholastic Book Fair is 

coming to VKG!  On November 30th, December 

1st and 2nd, you can buy great new books and 

activities for kids.  Books make great 

STOCKING STUFFERS!  Profits from this 

fair will help us purchase new books to fill our library!  

The book fair will be open late on Thursday December 

1st till 6 pm and during Santa’s Bazaar till 8 pm. 
 

Join us for Carolling in the Gym! 
 

Tuesday, December 20th at 2:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 21th at 9:00 am 

Thursday, December 22th at 9 am 
 

 

Holiday Math! 
Holidays are a great time to learn 

how math relates to the real 

world.  Math is everywhere!  Help 

your child understand how we use 

math in our everyday lives by taking advantage of the 

many great opportunities to practice math naturally! 

Below are a few ideas to get you started:  

 Baking Christmas treats and cooking your 

favourite meals may involve weighing, measuring, 

ordering, estimating, adding, multiplying 

 Restaurants and shopping can involve money, 

number identification, estimating, adding, 

subtracting, division 

 Parties can involve matching numbers of people 

to plates, cutlery, area of tables, and estimation 

of food. 

 Trips can involve time, distance, budgeting, 

speed, evaluating various routes, license plate 

games (e.g. adding or multiplying the numbers on 

the plate) 

These ideas all demonstrate how much math is involved 

in our daily lives and will support your child in his or her 

basic computation and problem-solving skills in natural, 

fun, and real ways!  
 

Lost & Found? 
Our Lost & Found collection is growing and we 

would like to return items to their rightful 

owners.  Any items left in the lost and found collection 

will be donated to charity during the Christmas Break.

 

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS 
 
 

Fri Dec 2 – ‘Festive’ Christmas Sweater Day 
Fri Dec 16 – ‘North Pole’ Day 

Thurs Dec 22 – PJ Day 
Dress up to show your unique personality and creativity! 

 

Dress for the Weather! 
The winter months are upon us so I 

would like to take a moment to remind 

everyone to come to school prepared 

for the weather.  We regularly go 

outside for recess and some physical education classes 

in the winter months.  The only time we would stay inside 

is when the temperature (with or without the windchill) 

reaches -20°C or below.  Students are required to 

wear shoes indoors to prevent slips and falls and in 

case of a fire drill.  Please ensure that they have a 

pair of shoes at school. 
 

Screen Time, Sleep Interference, and 

Brain Development  
Research has shown that too much “gaming” or violent 

television can affect a child’s ability to pay attention 

and control his or her behaviour.  Unmonitored “screen 

time” has also been linked to sleep deprivation which can 

impact memory and overall school performance.  

We can all take an active role in monitoring and 

limiting “screen time” and developing healthy 

night-time routines with our children.  To learn 

more, visit the Douglas Mental Health 

University website and the Entertainment Software 

Association of Canada websites at www.douglas.qc.ca and 

www.theesa.ca.  
Source: Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit and the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit. 
 

 

BOB is Back! 
The TLDSB board-wide Battle of the Books is back!  

Over the past few weeks, junior and intermediate 

students were encouraged to form teams of 3-4 

members and submit their team name to Mrs. Thompson.  

The big ‘Book Reveal’ will take place on Friday, December 

9th and all participants will have an opportunity to read 

10 books before the battles begin in March!  Read On!! 
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Viper Basketball   The VK Vipers 

basketball teams had an awesome season 

on and off the court!  The girls’ team 

spirit was contagious and their 

perseverance and skill improvements 

were well-recognized.  Our boys continued to work hard 

as a team and won the championship, bringing home the 

banner!  Kudos to all the players!  
 

Lady Vipers: Mackenzie Davis, Christine Evans, Katie 

Franks, Sally Franks, Emily Kitchen, Claire McKnight, 

Eliana Zylstra, Maddie Marshall, Ayla Lafrenere, Sydney 

Brinklow, Jenna Gill, Rachael Nickason, Tori Howe.  

Mascot – MacKenzie Ritchie; Manager – Christine Evans 
 

Viper Boys: Cole Patey, Trent Annis, Ryan Clarke, Corbin 

Walsh, Owen Perry, Baron Seifried, Nathan Stanley, 

Tanner Paddle, Heath Buitenhuis, Gray Patey, Bryer 

Sutton, Michael Perlock. 

 

A huge thank you to our basketball coach, Mr. Barrett, 

for all his extra time and efforts.  You are awesome! 
 
 

Snow Is In The Air. . .   
Yes, the season of snowforts and 

snowballs will soon be upon us.  We 

encourage fort building as it is a great team-building 

exercise; however, the understanding is, if they didn’t 

build the fort, they can’t break it.  Please remind your 

child(ren) that throwing snow is not allowed and to slide 

down the hills/mounds of snow on their ‘seat’. Please 

leave your sleds at home. Thank you! 
 

VKG Annual Mini Stick Tournament 
Our annual Mini-Stick Tournament for grades 1-6 is in 

full swing!  Many thanks to Mrs. Conner and student 

leader Cole Patey for organizing the fun and games! 
 

Winter Activity Program 
Once again our VKG staff has kindly 

organized a winter activity program for 

our students in grades 1-8.  The activities 

are planned to encourage active participation in sports 

or hobbies which students might pursue in the years to 

come.  They also encourage social connections and 

collaboration across the grades, not to mention, adding 

some fun into our long winter months!   

Our grade ones will be participating in a combination 

active outdoor activity and our students in grades 2-8 

have a selection of indoor and outdoor activities to 

choose from. 
 

These activities make great Christmas presents!  If you 

have yet to do so, please return the big yellow selection 

form by December 9th.  Parent volunteers are always 

appreciated – please let us know if you can volunteer on 

any of the days! 

A big thank you to Ms. Valliere for heading up this year’s 

Winter Activities committee! 
 
 

What’s Happening @ VKG  

in December… 
 Grades 1-6  Mini-Stick Tournament 

 Gifts of Presence 

 Carolling 

 Playground Pals 

 Junior Coding Club  

 Battle of the Books 

 Geo-Caching Club 

 Volleyball Clinics 
 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATES 
 

Santa’s Bazaar 
Fri. Dec. 2nd  from 4:30 to 7:30 pm 

 

This popular annual event features a low-cost 

shopping opportunity for children (they can 

shop on their own or with the help of elves), 

free gift-wrapping, a Chili Dinner Café for the 

whole family, a Silent Auction, Raffle, and a 

Book Fair! 
 

Proceeds will go towards these Wish List items: 

graduation, class trips, playground equipment, library upgrades. 

 

Next Meeting 
Join us on Tues. Jan. 24th at 7pm in the Library 

ALL Parents/Guardians are welcome. 

Topics: Plans/Dates for Winter & Spring 

 

Can’t attend meetings, but want to 

stay informed? Sign up for e-Council 

at any time! 
Questions? Contact: 

Jennie: vkchairone@gmail.com / 705-380-2564 

 

mailto:vkchairone@gmail.com

