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Happy Spring, everyone!  I’m happy to share some of the many great things happening here at Monck.  

Congratulations to our Monck bands, two of which, grade 7/8 Concert Band and Jazz Band, have recently 
won gold and high silver at MusicFest!  Congratulations to Karen Lonsdale and all our young musicians, 
who have been so dedicated in practicing and performing. 
 

This past month, many of our junior and intermediate students took part in the “Battle of the Books”, an 
incredible opportunity for students to engage in a fun reading challenge that supports students  working 
together to  think about and communicate events and details from books they have read.   A team from 
both our junior and intermediate battles went on to compete with teams from other schools at the Rene 
Caisse Theatre.  Our intermediate team, the Black Fuzzy Pandas, are currently in battles with schools from 
across the board for first place! Congratulations to all our readers! 
 

On Wednesday March 29
th

, our whole school participated in the Vow of Silence, a day promoted by our 
student parliament to help us recognize how important it is to have a voice that can be expressed and 
heard.  It is also a day that honours and brings awareness to those whose voices are not heard often due 
to cultural beliefs, an imbalance of power or religion. 
 

Please see inside this newsletter for important information about our new ‘Headbandz’ system, put into 
place to help us in closely monitoring students who have injuries involving bumps to their head while at 
school.  
 

April’s character trait focus is ‘Self-Control’.  Self-Control is the 

ability to control your emotions, feelings, and actions to man-

age and solve problems with integrity and respect. Let’s work 

together to teach our children about the importance of devel-

oping a strong sense of self-control. 
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APRIL IS  EARTH MONTH  

The staff and students are planning a number of 
green activities this month.  These 
include: turning off the lights and 
electrical devices to save energy, 
school yard clean up, litter-less 
lunches, “Lights Out Day” and an 
Earth Day assembly. 
 

EXTRA CLOTHING 

Please send extra clothing with your children, as 
this can be a very wet and muddy 
time of year. Your child will appreciate 
having some extra dry and clean 
clothes, especially socks, shoes and 
pants.  We encourage you to send your 
child to school in rubber boots! 
 

Scooters,  Skateboards,  

bikes & Rollerblades  

Now that the spring weather is upon us, students 
are reminded to ride safely and wear 
a helmet. Also, please know that stu-
dents are to get off and walk their 
bikes, scooters and skateboards 

once they are on school property.  
 

Ready for Kindergarten 
If you have a child entering Kinder-
garten for the first time this fall, 
you will want to attend a Ready 
for Kindergarten event near you 
this spring. You are welcome to 
attend any of the three open hous-
es regardless of where you live and which school 
you have registered at for the fall.   

The events run from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at: 

May 4 — Monck PS, Bracebridge 

P A G E  2  

Monck’s Dress code  

Our school is a place of learning 

and we encourage students to 

dress within the expectations of 

our Board Dress Code, as seen in 

the agenda your child received at 

the beginning of this school year.  Learning the 

importance of proper, respectful dress at an early 

age will provide the student with a valuable life-

style habit.  Dressing appropriately for a variety of 

situations shows that a student has a high de-

gree of self-respect and respect for others.  The 

school dress code assists in the maintenance of a 

positive learning environment.  Administration 

will make final decisions regarding appropriate 

dress.  Students that need to change clothing 

may change if they have extra clothing at school, 

or may call home to have a change of clothing 

brought to the school.  Thank you for your sup-

port. 
 

Walk and Roll 
On May 10

th
 all Bracebridge 

schools will participate in the sec-

ond annual Walk and Roll to 

school. 
 

Walk and Roll is an initiative to engage our 

youth, support healthy living, bicycle safely and 

rekindle their love for the outdoors. This initiative 

will also demonstrate to the town any areas we 

need to address to allow kids to safety commute 

on our roads.  For local students we will have a 

Safe Drop Off area for each school, we encour-

age parents to join us and cycle to school.  Bus 

routes will not change, children that are bused in 

will be dropped at school and will participate in a 

community Walk and Roll at 9:00 a.m. Parents 

will have the opportunity to drop off bicycles the 

night before or that day as needed. Also during 

the morning each school will run various activi-

ties focused on bicycle safety, road awareness 

and fun! 
 

More information will follow and we will be look-

ing for many volunteers! 
 

Kevin Cardwell Co Chair, Monck School Council 

  

http://www.autismspeaks.org/what-autism/waad
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Online payment  

system 
Coming soon:  New Online Payment System 

Soon you will be able to pay for all of your child’s 
school fees with the click of a button.  Never worry 
about sending cash with your child again.  Keeping 
track of what’s going on at your child’s school can 
be overwhelming—especially if you have more than 
one child, and they may even go to different 
schools!  Though School Cash Online, you can man-
age all of the items and activities your child needs—
quickly, simply, and securely.  Stay tuned for more 
information on how to get started.  This option will 
be available later this month. 

 

MAth at Monck 

When we hear the word math we 
immediately think numbers--we 
may not initially think about talk-
ing.  Recently our school communi-
ty has been spending time looking 
deeper into the importance of  talk 
or the practice of  discourse and 
how it supports developing chil-

dren's understanding of key concepts-- not only in 
math--- but in all subject areas.  When time is provid-
ed  for children to explore their ideas and talk about 
their understanding of math concepts --or any con-
cept--their ideas are valued.  You might hear phrases 
such as,  "Tell me more about your thinking" or 
"Convince me that your answer is correct" as we lis-
ten to your children explain and justify their thinking 
and, in turn,  further their understanding of the sub-
ject.  We also may see and hear students working 
together to  communicate and defend their way of 
solving a problem, known in some of our grade 6 
classrooms as 'lawyering'.  These op-
portunities provide insight into the 
many different ways children inter-
nalize their learning while support-
ing developing communication skills.  
When at home, try using these 
phrases with your children...their 
ability to communicate and defend 
their thinking is astounding! 

From the gym… 

Upcoming Events 
May 2:   Regional Badminton tournament for 

  Grades 4-8 

May 10 & 11:  Softball days at Monck 

June 7:  Monck Track & Field Meet at the Old 

  BMLSS track 

June 14:  Regional Track & Field at the New BMLSS 

  track 
 

Skipping Team 
Monck Magic Ropers are at it again. Presently there 

are almost 70 students involved in this team that 

provides students with an excellent workout. Stu-

dents are from grades 2 to 8, and 

both girls and boys are involved. 

There will be a demo team who will 

travel around the area performing 

numerous skipping tricks.  This 

group will be travelling to Gravenhurst, Brace-

bridge and Huntsville schools in May.  There will 

also be a competition team that will be going to 

Lindsay for a board wide competition on May 4th. 

 
 

Our Foyer is going green! 

During the last week of March some of our stu-

dents  partnered with Seasons in the Country to 

plant our living wall.   We can't thank our students, 

staff, families and community enough for their on-

going support as we continue to bring the out-

doors in and create spaces in and around our 

school that reflects the importance of learning in 

the natural environment.  

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  8  
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3  

World Autism         

Awareness Day        

Assembly @ 2:20 p.m. 

4 
 
 
  

Parent Council Meeting 
 6 :30 p .m.  

5 
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4, 5, 6 Students                
to Huntsville for Gregg 

LeRock 
  

7 
 

SK Graduation Photo 
re-takes 

Grade 3’s to Ontario 
Pioneer Camp 

10 
  

Dental Team 
 

Michael Wade Author 
Visit 

11 
 

Dental Team 
  
 
 

12 
 

Dental Team 
  

13 
 

 
 

14 
Good Fr iday  

 
No School  

  

17 
Easter  Monday  

 
No School  

  

18 
Mme Gilmour & Class to 

Yearley overnight  
  

19 
Siblings Photo Day 

20 
 

6/7 Students to Ontario 
Science Centre  

   

21 
  

 

24 
 
  
 

25 
 
  

26 
Grade 7/8                    

Immunizations  

27 
 

Opening Doors for 
Young Women                

of Muskoka  

28 
7/8 Students to Ros-

seau Lake College 

Olympics 

Pizza 
              
 

Healthy Lunch 

 
Hamburgers & Submarines & Pitas 

APRIL 2017 
Character Education Theme 

CITIZENSHIP / LA CITOYENNETÉ 

http://www.autismspeaks.org/what-autism/waad

