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Principal’s Message 

 
We are now half way through the year and we have had a crazy winter – I don’t feel like we have even had winter. Typically on 

colder days, we keep students in if it is -20 or colder.  Thank you for sending your children to school prepared for the various types 

of weather. Although we do have extra hats, mitts, snow suits and boots in the office, students should not depend on these sup-

plies as they quickly get used up. 

Electives have been organized for the next couple of months. All students, with the exception of the JK/SKs will be doing three days 

of electives.  A mixture of bowling, skating, swimming, roller skating, crafts, building, dance, snowshoeing and skating depending 

on grade level. Special thanks to Mr. Synnott for taking the lead on this.   Permission forms will be sent home shortly. 

Running club, fitness club, yoga, throw ball, snowshoeing, dance club, robotics club and volleyball are up and running. Thank you to 

the staff and students who help run these activities during lunch and recess. 

Your child’s report card will be coming home Friday February 19thth. This report will cover the learning your child has done from 

September until now. As you review the report card with your child please set goals with them as they start second term and re-

view the next steps their teacher has suggested for their success. Parent teacher interviews will take place Thursday March 10th 

from 4:30-8:30pm. Watch for info to come home about scheduling interviews. 

The Muskoka Shield game was a fun outing for KP families. Thank you to Parent Council for organizing this fun evening and to the 

families who attended. 

Little Caesars fundraiser starts Feb 2nd and will run for 3 weeks. Watch for order forms to come home shortly. 

I would like to thank the staff who continue to make KP Manson Public School a wonderful place to work and learn. Their dedica-

tion, compassion and positive outlook is contagious and is reflected in the happy faces that fill the halls and classrooms. 

We continue to experience issues with the misuse of electronic devices at school. Although they can be a very practical tool and 

are a part of everyday life, many students are texting during instructional time, accessing inappropriate sites, taking pictures, play-

ing games and not using their devices wisely. The expectation is these devices are to be used appropriately during class and recess 

time. They are to be in plain sight, on student’s desks if they are being used for research or as a focusing tool. If they are being used 

inappropriately the student will be asked to bring the device to the office until the end of the day and parents may be called. If the 

behavior continues, the student may be directed to leave the device at home.  If you permit your child to bring their device(s) to 

school, please remind them of the importance of using them appropriately and the consequences of misuse. As well if you need to 

contact your child, please call the office rather than texting them during school time. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated with 

regards to this matter. 

Thank you for your continued dedication as parents and caregivers, you are the biggest and most important role model in your 

children’s life and they look to you daily for answers, support, guidance and love. 

As always if you have any concerns or need to speak to me, please stop by, send an email, or call. 

 

 
 
 
Gail Greenfield 

Is when you are sincere and truthful in 

your words and actions. 

Character Trait for February 

Our Yard 

Our yard provides an incredible space for students to run and play.  During the winter months, our students know 

snow is to stay on the ground, unless hitting the targets hanging in the bush.  Students are also learning that build-

ing forts takes team work and effort.  We are learning to respect the efforts of others by leaving the forts alone or 

contributing to their construction by adding on to them.  We thank you for helping to reinforce these messages. 



February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Dental Team 

2 3 4 5 6 
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Winter Carnival 

27 

28 29      

Family Day 

PA Day 
PJ & Pancake Day 

   Little Caesars 
kick off 

Is it Bullying? 

When someone says or does something                   

unintentionally hurtful once, that’s 

RUDE 

When someone says or does something inten-

tionally hurtful once, that’s 

MEAN 

When someone says or does something inten-

tionally hurtful and they keep doing it – even 

after you tell them to stop or show them you are 

upset, that’s 

BULLYING 

Snow Day Routines 

When busses are cancelled, the school is still 

open for students.  Parents of bus students who 

can safely transport their children to and from 

school are welcome to do so.  Drop off is 

8:40am and pick up is by 3:00pm.  Please be 

aware this is still a meaningful day and students 

will be doing some reading, writing and math 

activities although they may not be in their reg-

ular classroom. 

For safety reasons, parents of our walking stu-

dents should call our safe arrival program at 705

-689-2612 to inform us if your child will not be 

attending on days when the busses are can-

celled. 

Art and Math  
 

Art and math have a lot in common with each other. 

In fact you can see the math in art and the art in 

math! Patterns, shapes, geometry, symmetry, spatial 

reasoning, proportional reasoning, etc… are all a 

part of the arts (visual art, music and dance), as they 

are of mathematics.  

 

Some of what you see your child doing in school in 

the arts, is also an engagement with mathematical 

ideas at the same time! By blending mathematics 

and the arts, students learn in ways that are intellec-

tual, emotional and physical. Children learn in many 

different ways, and research tells us that participat-

ing in the arts is one way that is very engaging for 

all of us.  

 

A child stringing beads in a pattern on a string or 

creating a patterned bracelet is creating an under-

standing of patterning, although to them it may look 

simply like a pleasing design. When a child learns 

to play the piano, they are developing mathematical 

understanding of the relationships between scales, 

notes and chords. Symmetry can be seen in the sym-

metrical features of a butterfly or in a design when 

building. Children may notice patterns in wallpaper, 

tile tessellations on the floor or on a phone cover, 

rhythmic beats or repeated choreography in music 

videos or chords in a popular song. There is math 

everywhere! 

 

How might you and your child notice and name the 

mathematics in the arts (visual, music and dance) 

that you encounter? Making the links helps deepen 

the understanding of both! 


