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Hi Irwin Families, 
 

Spring is finally here!  Our school garden 
has little green shoots poking out, the 
tarmac has been cleared so basketball 
and foursquare has returned, and our 
students are making full use of the open 
field for baseball and soccer.   
 

I wanted to send out a big thank you to 
our School Council for coordinating a 
super Family Fun Night this year.  
Families had the opportunity to visit a 
variety of stations designed to promote 
STEAM learning thanks to Science North 
and our Makerspace leaders.  It was a 
pleasure to see families learning and 
having fun at the same time!  If by 
chance you were not able to make it, 
watch for the brochure to come home.  
It is packed full of fun activities you can 
do at home along with some owl pellets 
that can be dissected.  I think the kids 
will be fascinated by what they find in 
there! 
 

Some may have noticed whiteboards 
placed on classroom doors and my 
office.  As a school teaching team, we 
are thinking deeply about innovation and 
supporting learning wellness in our 
classrooms.  These boards are designed 
to make our learning transparent to each 
other, the students, and our community.  
Please feel free to ask your child’s 
teacher about their learning! 

During the window of May 23 to June 2 our 
grade 3 and 6 students will be writing the 
Provincial Assessments.  These 
assessments are snap shot of your child’s 
achievement in relation to the provincial 
standard and they also provide us 
information about how well students are 
meeting the curriculum expectations. This 
helps us to reflect on our teaching practices, 
helps us pinpoint where resources are 
needed, and guides our school 
improvement efforts.  We want our students 
to do the best they can on these 
assessments so we ask that you help us out 
by ensuring they get a good night’s sleep 
and come to school proud to show all they 
know and have learned. 
 

June is fast approaching and school year 
trips are soon being planned. We know 
many parents enjoy attending these fun 
events, so just a friendly reminder that all 
volunteers require a Police Vulnerable 
Sector Check. This can be done free of 
charge for volunteers at the Huntsville OPP.  
Please see Lynda in the office for more 
information. 
 

Also, please feel free to stop by the office if 
you have any questions or concerns.    
                                         Jenn 
 
PS… we’re still looking to enroll 
new JKs for our next school 
year...no experience required.  
 

HELP:   The breakfast club 
is looking for a volunteer to 
help out on Monday 
mornings. If you can be 
here between 8:20-8:30 
and prep food until about 9 
contact Farrah. THANKS! 

 

Principal’s Message 

 

Important Dates 

May 16-18: Tech It Out 
May 17: Outdoor Classroom  
                Day 
May 21: Victoria Day (No  
                School) 
May 22-31: EQAO 
May 24: Raising Resilient  
               Children (at MEC) 
May 28: Assembly 11:30 
May 29: On the Right Path 
————————————— 
Jun 1/2/3: BBQ Fundraiser 
Jun 5: Track & Field 
Jun 6: Gr 7 Immunizations 
Jun 7: Track & Field Raindate 
Jun 8: Rockfest @ VKG 
Jun 11: Café Français 
Jun 12: Assembly 11:30 
Jun 14: Track & Field Reg 
Jun 15: Track&Field Raindate 
Jun 19&20: Intermediates to 
Toronto 
Jun 25: Grade 8 Grad  
Jun 26: Post Grad Assembly 
9am 
Jun 28: Last day of school  
Jun 28: Reports go home 

Birds of Prey Points 
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Can you help? 

Current standings are:    
 

Staffing Update 
Please join me in congratulat-

ing our secretary, Lynda Rich-

ards, on her retirement. 

Lynda’s last day will be July 

6th.  She will be truly missed 

here at Irwin; however, we 

wish her well as this will af-

ford her lots of time to spend 

with her grandchildren and 

supporting her church.  We 

will work to ensure minimal 

disruption to the workings of 

the office in the coming 

months.  
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Our next School Council meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday June 20th  
@ 3:15 pm . 
 

All are welcome to attend and childcare 
services are provided by students. 

 
STEAM NIGHT 

It was amazing to see so many Irwin 
families out to the Family Fun Science 
Night at the school. Thank you to all the 
donors and volunteers for making it 
possible. Such a wonderful community! 

Upcoming Events 
 

On Friday June 1, Saturday June 2 
and Sunday June 3, Irwin School 
Council is running the BBQ at 
Bullock’s Independent. We are 
looking for volunteers to take 2 hour 
time slots over the weekend to run 
the BBQ. If you can help out contact 
either Emma at shelbear@gmail.com  
or Sarah at wssarah@hotmail.com . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have any ideas or comments, 
we encourage you to pass them on.  

Makerspace  
Lots of innovation and 
creativity continue to 

develop in the makerspace. 

The Tech Xperts have been 
leading learning in our 

assemblies. Checkout Mr 
Maxwellõs link 

https://www.youtube.com/user/

MasterMaxwello  

School Council Update 

Lounge update 

MILKWEED PLANTING 
On May 7 the Grade 1/2s and the 5s 
prepped and planted some milkweed 
seeds along the trail by the creek. They 
also created a wonderful barrier to show 
where they have been planting so the 
seeds have a chance to germinate.   

Badminton 
Congratulations to all our badminton 

players! Special kudos to Hayley S & 

Hayley T who won the 

silver in doubles; and 

to Zach & Dylan who 

also won silver in  

doubles.    

We had a very busy April in the 
Lounge! Kim Newberry came in 
from the health unit to do a dental 
health presentation, the Hunts-
ville Judo Club came and taught 
us about the history of Judo, the 
respect aspect of the sport, and 
Sensei Chris also spoke about 
his time studying in Japan. 

There has also been a huge 
interest in “Slime”, so last Thurs-
day we made some. As Cody is 
an experienced “Slime” maker,  
he led the group in this fun,  
scientific activity.  
 
On May 1 the Dwight Garden 
Centre came do a special project 
with the students. They will be 
bringing them home on Friday, 
May 11

th
.  

Digital Citizens 

Kinders exploring how triangles 
can create a curved wall for their 
structure. 

 

Cell phones in school can be a pow-

erful learning tool in the 21st Centu-

ry. We are committed to providing 

children programming to support the 

responsible use of this technology. 

Failure to use technology appropri-

ately could result in the loss of com-

puter privileges at the school. We 

ask for your support in minimizing 

disruptions to the learning environ-

ment by refraining from texting and 

calling students during learning time.  

Attached is our Personal Device 

Expectations for this year.  We have 

committed to reviewing these expec-

tations annually. If you have any 

feedback or input, please feel free to 

contact the office.  We welcome the 

input as we join families in support-

ing children to become responsible 

digital citizens. 

mailto:shelbear@gmail.com
mailto:wssarah@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/MasterMaxwello
https://www.youtube.com/user/MasterMaxwello
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LǊǿƛƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

нлмт -нлму 
                                                               

 

At Irwin we want to encourage thinking, problem solving, innovation, exploration, and risk taking so that our students 
are prepared for the 21st Century.  We recognize the value of personal devices in promoting these skills.  Coupled with 
this, we are committed to providing children programming to support the responsible use of this technology. 
 Specifically, students will be supported to self-regulate when using these tools. With these intentions in mind, the fol-
lowing expectations were co-created by the staff and the Grade 6-8 students of Irwin to support a safe and caring 
learning environment for all.  Our intention is to review these annually. 

 

!ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ¦ǎŜ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŘŜǎ сΣ тΣ уΥ 

¶ Used in class for learning purposes (i.e. research, calculator, note taking, listening/reading iBooks, 
        listening to music, keeping track of homework, important dates etc.) 
¶ Ensuring that one is always receiving or sending appropriate content 

¶ Ensuring one is always communicating in a socially appropriate manner 

¶ Used at recess or lunch in appropriate ways 

¶ Contacting home with teacher/supply teacher knowledge;  students are responsible to make sure  
        they inform their teacher of the resolution 

¶ Used only by the owner of the device; password protected devices are preferred 
¶ Videoing and photographing others with consent, only 

¶ Never in change rooms and bathrooms 

¶ Never during a presentation or an assembly 

¶ Never during lock down procedures 

 

 

 
 

!ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ DǊŀŘŜǎ Y-рΥ 

¶ It would be preferred if personal technology, for this age group, be kept at home 

¶     If personal devices must come to school, they will need to be placed in an agreed-upon safe place at the 
       beginning of the day and then retrieved at the end of the day. 

 
Failure to use personal devices appropriately could result in the loss of privilege at the school as per our Code of Con-
duct (OP-6021).  School responses to inappropriate use will be progressive in nature. Parents will be kept informed. 

Students and parents are invited to review the following documents: 

Appropriate Use of Information/Communication Technology and Technology Services as Outlined by TLDSB  
(BU-3036), Code of Conduct (OP-6021), and Bullying Prevention and Intervention Procedure (OP-3216) found on 

 the TLDSB website:  tldsb.ca  

²ƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǳǎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŎƘ .ƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 

http://tldsb.ca/

