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Hi Irwin Families, 
 

Wishing everyone a happy new year and a 

big welcome back to students, staff, and 

families! 
 

Over the last couple of months we have 

been working on the development and 

implementation of our School Innovation 

Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA).   

As part of this work, we have reworked our 

mission statement including belief 

statements that will guide the work of 

students and staff. In addition, we will 

continue to examine student learning and 

teacher instruction in math as mathematics 

is a predictor of both future academic 

success as well as success beyond school.  

We are also working on developing optimal 

learning environments where students feel 

safe to take risks, make mistakes, and 

know themselves as learners.  I invite you 

to look over our SIPSA which you will find 

on our webpage under the header “School 

Innovation Plan” irw.tldsb.on.ca.   
Please feel free to discuss this work further 

with your child’s teacher or with me. 
 

In addition, our staff has been working hard 

to provide students with a variety outdoor 

winter activities to promote healthy active 

living.  Mr. Yungblut will again coordinate 

an outdoor activity program for our primary 

students including skating, broomball, 

camouflage, and snow soccer.  Mrs. Brown is 

in full swing with our cross country skiing 

during second recess and many students have 

expressed interest in representing Irwin at the 

Cross Country Ski Races at the end of 

January. Students have been taking 

advantage of our beautiful trails to snowshoe.  

Additionally, our Grade 7/8s will be visiting 

Hidden Valley for downhill skiing lessons and 

open ski in the afternoon. Stay tuned for more 

information about a potential trip to Arrowhead 

Provincial Park for our Grades K-6 students 

and our whole school Olympics event.  Our 

School Council has expressed an interest in 

planning some outdoor activities as well!  We 

are all so fortunate to take advantage of all 

that Muskoka has to offer in the winter!  
 

As always we want to ensure we are 

connecting with parents and the community in 

a variety of ways. I encourage you to visit our 

website, join our Facebook page by searching 

Irwin Memorial Public School, or follow us on 

Twitter @IrwinM_PS.  I also encourage you to 

follow @TLDSB on Twitter and Facebook as 

they often post timely and relevant information 

and resources for parents.   
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to connect with me.  My door is 

always open to you.  

   Jenn 

The Grade 2/3 students 
are investigating 3D 
shapes.  They are learning 
how to count the faces, 
edges, and vertices of an 
object and to use this 
information to help them 

create nets, sort shapes, 
and develop classification 
rules.  
We enjoy playing games 
like ‘Guess my Shape” and 
“3-D Bingo” to reinforce 
learning for superbucks. 

Principal’s Message 

 

Important Dates 
 

Jan 8: Back to School 

Jan 10: HHS Visit to Gr 8s 

Jan 15: Dental Group Visit 
(Ks, Gr 2 & 8) 

Jan 17: School Council 3:15 

Jan 18: Assembly 11:30am 

Jan 19: Gr 6/7/8 Skiing at 
Hidden Valley 

Jan 26: Gr 6/7/8 Skiing at 
Hidden Valley 

Jan 30: Volleyball Game 1 

Jan 31  : Hot Lunch (Taco 
with carrot  and apple slices) 

 
 
 

Birds of Prey Points 
Our Birds of Prey Colour 
points program continues to 
run. All students are in one 
of four colour groups. There 
are lots of fun activities and 
events happening 
throughout the year as 
teams compete to be the 
Birds of Prey Colour 
Champion.  
Current standings are:     
Blue Osprey  8438               
Green Falcons  8431  
Red Hawks  7953  
White Owls 7835     
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Treasurer’s Update: 
 

School Council Fundraising to Date: 
 

Driving Range (directed towards 
Thanksgiving Lunch): $192.00 

Fresh From the Farm: $360.00 

Santa’s Little Helper: $165.36 

Poinsettia Sales: $298.47 

Hot Lunches:  $487.89 

Christmas Baking/Draw: $298.36 
 

These amounts are net of costs (with 
the exception of the driving range). 

The School Council was able to donate 
$500 towards the cost of the 
dishwasher that was needed for the 
breakfast program and is now in full use 
in the newly renovated kitchen off the 
gym/Lounge. 

THANK YOU 
 

A  THANK YOU to the 
parents and families who baked for 
our Christmas fundraiser and haved 
cooked for our hot lunches. Your 
work and commitment are so much 
appreciated by both the school and 
the council.  
On that note, the School Council is 
planning another hot lunch for the 
end of January! This one will include 
2 beef tacos with carrot sticks and 
apples slices on the side for $5.  
 
Again, a big 
thank you to 
all who 
prepare and 
support 
these 
events. 

SKC Lounge 
 

The Lounge invited Santa and Mrs. 
Claus to Irwin in December for a 
surprise visit!  He was a huge hit 
and our students enjoyed many 
hugs and loved sitting with him to 
talk about their Christmas wishes.  

School Council Update 

Stay Informed 
 

Be sure to monitor the school’s web-
site for the Google Calendar so you’ll 
know what’s happening and when! 

Our next School Council meeting  will 
be held on Wed January 17th at 
3:15pm and we warmly invite all   

Parents and Guardians to come, get 
to know the group, and, as you feel  
comfortable, to participate in our dis-
cussions. We have much planning in 
the works for a number of events and 
projects and look to our school com-
munity to provide us with insights. 
Child care is provided at each meet-
ing by students in grades 7 and/or 8. 

Mental Wellness 

…..Did you know? 

 

Parlez-vous français ? 
 

Madame Lovegrove is… OR Irwin is… 

… excited to announce we have received 

funding to host a complete café cultural 
experience for select grades this Spring. 

Students will use their French to shop for 

ingredients, prepare, order – and eat! – 

authentic French desserts. Bon appétit! 

Dates and details to follow.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This school year, Irwin is also looking 
forward to creating a 2017/2018 school 
yearbook. Suggested photos and content 
can be sent to Madame Lovegrove and 
the Grade 8s. Yearbooks will go on sale 
later this Spring, and be delivered in the 
last month of the school year.  

Heelys shoes 
Heelys shoes (designed to roll on a 
wheel embedded in the heel) could 
become a safety hazard when worn in 
crowded hallways. As a result, the 
Ontario School Insurance Board’s 
Insurance Exchange (OSBIE) follows 
the recommendations of the Canadian 
Safety Council which indicates that 
these shoes be treated in the same 
manner as roller blades and skate-
boards. In accordance with this 
stance, Heelys shoes are not permit-
ted for wearing at school. For safety 
information, please check: Source: 
http://safety.ophea.net/safety-
plan/168/1832 

Sleep is very important to your 
child’s health and well-being. 
Children who do not get enough 
sleep may have trouble function-
ing during the day, which can 
have a  
significant impact on their ability 
to learn.  The Canadian Paediat-
ric Society has some recommen-
dations to promote healthy sleep 
patterns: 
 

 Avoid screens before  
bedtime. Don’t allow tablets, tel-
evisions, computer or video 
games in the bedroom. 

 Some children will try to de-
lay bedtime. Set limits, such as 
how many books you will read 
together, and be sure your child 
knows what they are. 

 Don’t give your child drinks 
with caffeine. 
 
We invite you to check out the 
Canadian Paediatric Society for 
more information:  
https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/ 

https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/screen-time-and-young-children
https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/screen-time-and-young-children
https://www.caringforkids.cps.ca/
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Creating a Safe and Caring School Climate 
 
At Irwin we are committed to the development of a positive school climate where students and staff can feel happy, 
comfortable, welcome, and safe.  At school we realize that incidents of teasing, aggression, and  bullying do occur.  
As a school community, we will be examining ways to further build on our positive school climate beginning with  
developing our common understandings of teasing, aggression, and bullying. In either case, if a child is not feeling 
safe at school it is important for the student to tell someone - a parent, a staff member, a trusted friend - so school per-
sonnel can take steps to assist all individuals involved to repair the harm and restore the relationship. 
 
What is bullying?   
 

Bullying is aggressive and typically repeated behaviour directed at an individual or individuals that is intended to cause 
harm, fear or distress including physical, psychological, social, and academic or reputation harm.  Bullying occurs 
where there is a real or perceived power imbalance.   

 

Below is a tool to help determine whether behavior is Teasing, Aggression, or Bullying. 


