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Dear Parents, Students and Irwin Community, 

 

After a long winter, we can hope that spring has finally arrived!  On April 16th we celebrated the contributions and 
support of our many volunteers and friends.  The ―Luncheon for Irwin Volunteers and Friends‖ is always a sign of 
spring but this year we had to purchase flowers for our tables instead of decorating with daffodils from the gar-
dens as is our usual practice! 

 

With the snow on the ground, we chose to postpone Earth Day but Mrs. Brown and a group of enthusiastic grade 
5 students attended an Earth Day Summit and came back with some great ideas to share with the school.   At 
Irwin May 5th to May 9th is officially Earth Week and this coincides with Education Week in Ontario.   This year 
the provincial theme is “Achieving Excellence in Education”.   

 

Our grade 6 students also had a leadership opportunity this past month.  They travelled to the Jack Bionda Are-
na to participate in a ―Right to Play‖ training sessions.  These Irwin leaders will be organizing and running our 
―Today We Play‖ session during Block 3 on Thursday, May 8th. 

 

Many more amazing opportunities and experiences are highlighted in our newsletter through brief articles and 
pictures.  Please take a moment to check them out. 

 

Our School Council/Home and School meeting will be held on May 12
th
 at 5:00.  All are welcome!  Please con-

tact the school to confirm your attendance.  Our School Council/Home and School as well as any other interest-
ed parents are also invited to a joint meeting with school staff on Monday June 2nd at 3:15.  We will be discuss-
ing and sharing ideas regarding the best place to post our ―Positive Space‖ sign.   

 

Enjoy the next few weeks of spring! 

 

Kim Goodwin 

Principal 

 

 

Important Dates  

May 1 & May 15 — Junior Art Workshops 

May 11—Mother‘s Day    

May 7-13—Book Fair  

May 13—School Council Meeting 5pm 

May 21—Irwin Track and Field  Day  (May 22– rain date) 

May 16 & May 29—Grade 7/8 Swim to Survive  

May 19—Victoria Day Holiday—no school 

May 22—Grade 7/8 Career Fair 

May 26—EQAO starts  

May 30 —Grade 3 Swim to Survive  



JK/SK 
Colton wholeheartedly embraces the 
rules and routines of the classroom.  
He demonstrates leadership in his 
group by keeping his group on task 
and helping them when they struggle 
with a task. 

Samantha follows the rules and rou-

tines of the classroom and play-

ground.  She spent one recess pick-

ing up garbage because "it was the 

right thing to do for the environment". 
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APRIL —Citizenship  

Grade 1/2 

Citizenship shows the 
qualities of a responsible 
member of the community. 
Since his arrival Johnny 
has shown his personal 
commitment to his own 
learning and to the learn-
ing environment as a 
whole. Many staff mem-
bers have also come to 
me to mention his many 
acts of kindness, fairness, 
and responsibility. We are 
very happy to have you 
back at Irwin and in our 
grade 1/2 class. 

Grade 2/3 

The Jedi Academy is 
based on a code of con-
duct that emphasizes re-
spect for classmates, and 
focus of mind. Many stu-
dents stand out as good 
citizens in our classroom. 
This month I would like to 
recognize one student 
who often speaks and acts 
respectfully to her class-
mates. She often thinks 
deeply about the topic be-
ing discussed and shares 
her insights with the class. 
Thank you Fiona Shake-
speare for all your efforts. 

Grade 4/5 

Laura Flynn - Under her own initia-
tive, Laura made bracelets and sold 
them at the local winter carnivals.  
She donated the money raised to 
the Cancer Society.  She has also 
on a regular basis, made cards and 
kept up contact with Nathan Sharpe.  
She can be often seen passing 
around cards and pictures she has 
made and gets her classmates to 
sign them.  

Rylan Oliver - Rylan donated her 

hair this month to help support can-

cer patients who are undergoing 

chemotherapy   treatments.  

Grade 5/6 

The students that have been nominated for the Citizenship 
Award in April are: 

Dale Shewfelt 

Harry Montgomery 

Raylene Schultz 

Kalei Huddlestone 

Stellar Ebbs (from Ms. West's class) 

These students took part in an Earth Summit where they 

were ambassadors for Irwin. They have been meeting to 

brainstorm environmental ideas that we, as a school can im-

plement during Earth Week. Thank you for your leadership. 

Grade 7/8 

Congratulations to Nick Scott who 
wins the citizenship award for the 
month of April in grade 7/8. Nick 
was nominated by staff members 
of our school because he is al-
ways caring for other students in 
the school. As an example of this 
Nick delivers the milk to classes 
every day and single handedly 
saved the day this month when he 
alerted staff to a young student 
who was not on the bus as it was 
pulling away. The bus stopped 
and student was able to catch 
their ride home. Congratulations 
to Nick Scott a deserving candi-
date for the citizenship award! 
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Earth Day / Litterless Lunch Week 

Now that the snow has finally melted we will be having our Earth Day 

clean-up on Tuesday, May 6
th
.  We will also be having a litterless lunch 

week, from May 5 – 8, to teach students about reducing waste.  Each 

classroom has been challenged to use re-usable containers and bottles.  

Classroom bins will be checked each day, and the class with the least 

lunch garbage and recylcling throughout the week will win an ice   cream 

sundae party.  

EcoKids 

Several of our Grade 5 students had the opportunity to attend an Earth Summit at Camp Wanakita, 

on Wednesday, April 23
rd

.  Five students from each school in TLDSB attended and took part in 

various workshops.  Our first workshop included tree identification, where they had to determine 

different tree identities.  Next, the students had to decide whether the lake was polluted or not by 

identifying indicator organisms found in the water.   The final workshop was a ‗Global Iron Chef‘, 

where the students learned about the use of local vs imported food, they then put together a meal 

from a specific country.  If they required food that wasn‘t local they had to exercise to purchase it, 

thus realizing the energy involved in using imported foods.  

The students had a wonderful time and are now looking ahead to organizing a llitterless lunch 

week surrounding our Earth day.   

Thanks to Raylene, Kalei, Dale, Harry, and Stellar. 

 

MATH OLYMPICS 

 

Several Grade 7/8 students from Irwin attended the Math Olympics in 

Bracebridge at the new Muskoka Education Centre on Thursday April 24, 

2014.  They competed in fun math competitions, collecting points for the 

school. The students competed in singles, doubles and as a team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Hard at work at the Math Olympics  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Carnohan joined the junior division  teaching 

WaterColour with wool. The students were encour-

aged to create a feeling or emotion using different 

colours of wool and poking the fibers into their felt 

to create a landscape or creative piece.  

Everyone enjoyed the experience and were very 

engaged. Their artwork expressed beautiful land-

scapes and individual creativity.  



 

Badminton  

 

On Friday May 2nd 22 students from Irwin 
participated in the annual badminton tourney 
at HHS.  

These students won the right to participate in 
the league tournament by being the top fin-
ishers in Irwin's own badminton club tourna-
ment.  

We had students participating in singles, dou-
bles, and mixed doubles from grades 5/6 and 
7/8.  

Congratulations to all who participated, how-
ever special congrats to our school winners, 
Emma Magee and Morgan Aubin-Vardy who 
won gold for Irwin in girls and boys 5/6 sin-
gles. As well congrats to Magee/ Ashley 
Campbell who won gold for girls in 5/6 dou-
bles and  Aubin-Vardy/ Kyle Mattice who won 
gold in boys 5/6 doubles. Finally congratula-
tions to Mitchell Paquin and Jenna Sykes 
who won silver in 7/8 mixed doubles.  

 

Way to go to everyone on the team! 

 

Home and School 

Our  next School Council/Home 
and School Meeting date is 
Tuesday May 13th at 5:00 pm  

 

If you require child care for chil-
dren under the age of ten, please 
contact the school.  We will do 
our best to find an older student 
to come in at 5:00 if that service 
is needed. 

Please remember that all parents 

are welcome! 



SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM &  
EXTENDED ABSENCES 

Please call the school at either 705-635-1661 OR 705-635-2232 to report 
your child’s absence and reason.   

If you will be away for an extended length of time (i.e. trip) there is a 
form at the office that should be filled in with the reason, etc. and filed in your child’s 
OSR.  These forms are important to have on file in case of an attendance audit. 

  The April 30th assembly featured our own Me to We member Max Hill.  Max has been growing 
his hair for the last 4 years.  He began after his father's battle with Leukemia.  Max agreed to wait 
until April to cut his hair so we could use it as a fund raiser for the Cancer Society.  Max is donat-
ing his hair to Angel Hair for Kids.  They make wigs for children in need after treatments.  The 
team sold chances to cut off his ponytails and the team raised $196.00.  Wendy from the Oasis 

salon volunteered her time and services to come and supervise the shearing.  In order 
to get the most hair for donation, Max had 6 braids to offer.  On Friday May 2nd stu-
dents can donate a loonie and then they can wear a hat all in school.  Funds from this 
initiative will also go to the Canadian Cancer Society.  The team would like to say 
thank you for all the support you have shown them this year.  Thanks for helping us 
make a difference! 

TRUE !!! -  Max Hill ! hair cut ! 

Wednesday April 30/14  

Proceeds to  Cancer Research   

Before - During - After  ! 

The Me to We team would like to say thank you to all in our community who have 

supported The We Create Change fundraiser.  This year, Free the Children and Me to We are 
raising funds to build schools in third world countries.   

 

Irwin's Me to We team collected $398.59 for this initiative.   

 

The premise is to buy a brick for $20.00 and it takes 500 bricks to 
build a school.  The Me to We teams in the Trillium board are hop-
ing to collectively raise enough to build a school this year.   

 

Each school was to raise $210.00, so we were very successful. 



 


