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  evening of the Concert 
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25   Merry Christmas 

Jan 1  Happy New Year to you ALL! 

6    School Resumes 
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Dear Parents, Students and Irwin Community, 

December is here and with it the usual bustle of the season.  We are looking forward to our Christ-

mas Celebration on Thursday December 12th.  Hopefully everyone will be able to attend either our 

afternoon dress rehearsal or our 6:30 evening performance. 

On another note, I have news to share which is both happy and sad.  Our wonderful Mrs. Best is 

choosing to retire at Christmas and enjoy some well-deserved down time.  While she assures us that 

she will be around Dwight and Irwin selling eggs amongst other activities, our school will not be the 

same.  For twenty-nine years, Pat has been the face of Irwin.  Throughout the years, as new fami-

lies have arrived in the community and entered Irwin, Pat has been here to give them the tour of 

the school, chat with them about Dwight and be our very own “Welcome Wagon”.  When our Kinder-

garten students register each January, Pat knows our new little people, their parents and some-

times their grandparents!  In June, Pat supports the grade 8 teacher and the school with planning 

and preparing for graduation.  On the evening of this truly unique Irwin event, she is always found 

sitting on the dock and dipping her toes in the Lake of Bays while watching the ceremonies and rem-

iniscing about our young people and their ten year journey at Irwin.  When you see Pat around the 

school over the next few weeks, please take a moment to wish her well or share a special memory 

with her. 

All the best for a restful and enjoyable holiday season with friends and family! 

Kim Goodwin 

BIG THANKS TO THE  

ROTARY CLUB 

We would like to sincerely 

thank the Huntsville Rotary 

Club for graciously supporting 

our technology initiative 

through the purchase of two 

iPads, two protective cases 

and providing funding for apps.  

A special thank you to Mrs. 

Szawlowski for preparing the 

proposal, presentation and the 

first Irwin Memorial movie, 

“The Quest for iPads!” 
Our Christmas Concert is on Thursday, December  
12th from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.! Dress Rehearsal is at 

1:30 p.m.  Parents/Friends Welcome! 



JK/SK 
Jacob  has really stepped up to be a leader for 

the younger students in the classroom.  His 

calm manner helps the younger students feel 

comfortable with asking him questions or to 

help them at the stations.  He is always patient 

and ready to help out in the classroom. 

Declan always helps out in the classroom.  He 

volunteers to clean up at stations and will help 

other students if they are trying to clean up 

their lunch area. He follows the rules and rou-

tines of the classroom and serves as a good 

role model for the younger students.  
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NOVEMBER:  Responsibility 

Lions’ Club Peace Poster Contest 

This year, for the first time, Irwin students participated in a world-wide Lions’ 

Club Peace Poster contest.  Three judges, Mr. Henderson from the Lions’ Club, 

Ms.  Elizabeth Johnson, a local artist and Mrs. Cook, an Irwin staff member and 

artist were very impressed with the students’ work.  The work of Madison 

Forrester (below left) and Lauren Moon will be going forward to the next level 

of competition.  Honourable Mention was awarded Coralie Balfour.  We look 

forward to participating in this event next year.   

Grade 1/2 

Responsibility requires people to 

do what needs to be done and take 

ownership of their choices - all 

choices, even the glitches. It is 

evident this year that these two 

young people have developed a ma-

turity to ensure that their work is 

done; respect the learning envi-

ronment; take responsibility for 

their actions; and learn from 

those days when they had a blip in 

their thinking. I am proud of you.  

Congratulations, Josie  and Liam. 

 

Grade 2/3 

Arwen shows responsibility 

by working hard every day 

in class. She takes opportu-

nities to improve her work 

using teacher feedback and 

she works at home to im-

prove her understanding of 

math. Way to go, Arwen! 

Grade 4/5 

Kalvin  was recognized by our 

class for showing an improvement 

in how hard he tries with his 

school work.  They would like to 

acknowledge that because of his 

effort he has improved and fin-

ishes all his work.    

Grade 5/6 

The responsibility award for November goes to Lauren H. She consistently 

demonstrates responsibility in the classroom and on the yard.  A special 

mention goes to all  the grade 5&6’s who went to Yearley last week. All stu-

dents showed responsibility when taking part in the various activities.  I re-

ceived many complements from the Yearley staff and parent volunteers. 

Grade 7/8 

Responsibility is a big trait for 

the grade 7/8 class. Intermedi-

ate students are constantly 

being reminded about their role 

in the school -  to be leaders 

and role models. Its not easy 

when you are still just a kid! 

There are many situations that 

these students face that re-

quire them to show responsibil-

ity, whether it is  classwork, 

homework,  sports teams or in 

clubs. Some students are ready 

to handle those situations - 

some are still working towards 

being able to handle those situ-

ations. That is why I would like 

to congratulate one of the most 

responsible students I have had 

in my class, a leader, role model 

and captain... congratulations to 

Mitchell  P. who is the grade 

7/8 responsibility character 

trait award recipient for the 

month of November. 
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