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Message from the Principal 

 

March 2016 
Principal: Ross Jewiss 
Vice-Principal: Dianna Petrie 
Trustee: Bruce Reain 

website:http://hps.tldsb.on.ca 

Dear Parents and Friends: 
 

As I sat in on some of the planning for the first ever HPS School 
Council Pancake Dinner in early February, I was in awe.   With Mary 
Wright at the helm, the ideas poured out, the hands flew up to 
volunteer to support the cause so that the children would receive the 
maximum benefit from the event without more expenses.  Like a 
well-oiled machine, the gears stared to move and the entire event 
evolved from an idea to fruition in the space of less than half an 
hour. But the best was yet to come.  Behind the scenes before the 
big event, parents went looking for sponsors, shopping was done, 
tables, table cloths, plates, utensils, and griddles, serving platters 
and heated serving trays were borrowed, fruit trays were made up, 
prizes for our draws were being sought at businesses in town and 
HPS classrooms made up gift baskets for the silent auction and 
raffle draws.  Intermediate students set up and decorated the gym 
and then they, along with parents and staff members, filled the halls, 
the kitchen and the staff room to set-up, serve and clean up.  
Parents and families from throughout the school and outside the 
school community came to support the dinner and the raffle and 50-
50 draw as well.  And afterwards there were nothing but wonderful 
accolades for the organizers, the dinner and the evening as a 
whole.  You see, what might be a simple dinner in my, or your, 
household, was actually a gigantic effort and an amazing tribute to 
school and community spirit!  To see that many people from across 
our grade levels and from throughout the community working 
together for a common cause was simply awesome!  Thank you one 
and all. HPS truly is a magical place!    
 

 

 

Ross Jewiss 
 
P.S. The school is so magical in fact that I have decided to stay 
another year!   For those who have been enquiring, you might wish 
to know that I will be here at HPS one more year before I retire.  I 
“will” have to take a little time in the fall for leg surgery, but will be 
back for the remainder of the year to graduate, so to speak, along 
with our grade 8’s when the end of the year comes. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

PARENT COUNCIL: 
 
February 10 was our annual H.P.S family dinner, this year we hosted a pancake dinner.  The event was 
a huge success!!!  The dinner of pancakes and sausages was amazing!!  There were over 80 incredible 
items up for either silent auction or raffle.  We want to say a huge thank you to the teachers and the 
classrooms that participated in creating a themed basket for the raffle or silent auction.  There were 
some very creative ideas for sure.   
The evening wound up raising just over $4000!!!!   We want to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who donated to the night, volunteered at the event, helped organize before the event  and to all that 
came out for this great dinner.  The success of this event is due to our H.P.S family!!!!!    
Just as a reminder our monthly Parent Council Meetings are held the first Monday of the month at 
6:30pm in the library.  We welcome any one that wants to come out to any of these meetings.  If you 
would like to receive the monthly minutes by email, please contact me at marylarry.wright@gmail.com. 
 
Mary Wright 
H.P.S Parent Council 

 

 

 

EASTER RAFFLE: 
 

Win an awesome Easter basket! 
 

There are Easter baskets to win with a Stuffy, Spring items and Easter treats.  
Tickets are only $1.00 for 1 ticket or better still $2.00 for 3 tickets or $5.00 for 10 tickets 
and everyone gets an Easter sucker. 
Again this year we will have separate classroom draws for a stuffy. Any class that 
buys $25.00 or more worth of tickets will get their own draw. The students who 
purchase a ticket will get their name put in the whole school draw and their 
classroom draw. 
 
 

Tickets will be sold March 7th -10th before March break and then 
again on March 21st – 23rd. The draw will be held on Thurs. March 
24th just in time for Easter! 
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IS YOUR CHILD READY FOR KINDERGARTEN?  

 
If you have a child entering Kindergarten for the first time this fall, you will want to attend a Ready for Kindergarten event 
near you this spring. You are welcome to attend any of the three open houses regardless of where you live and which 
school you have registered at for the fall. 
 

 April 5th – Gravenhurst Public School, Gravenhurst 

 April 20th – Huntsville Public School, Huntsville 

 May 5th – Monsignor Michael O’Leary Catholic School, Bracebridge 
 
Huntsville Public School is hosting a Welcome To Kindergarten event on April 20th to help prepare children attending 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2016 for the routine of school.  Ready for Kindergarten will help ensure your child is READY to 
learn on their first day of school.  
 
At Ready for Kindergarten your child will have the opportunity to have their hearing and visions tested, as well as undergo 
screening for developmental milestones. You can learn about how to pack healthy lunches, sample healthy snacks, speak 
to a dental hygienist, learn about immunizations, talk to someone about library and recreation programs, and even go 
with your child on their first school bus ride. The event runs from 4 pm until 7 pm and you will need one to two hours to 
get through all the activities. 
 
If you have registered your child for Kindergarten, watch for their personal invitation in the mail! If you haven’t, call the 
Huntsville Public School now to register your child for school!  Ready for Kindergarten is a free evening of activities and 
gives families an opportunity to learn more about what services are available in Muskoka.   
 
Parents of other primary students new to the Muskoka area or who are interested in information regarding the many 
support opportunities and organizations available to them are also welcome to attend. For more information, contact 
Brenda Boothby 645-2412 Ext. 467 or email brenda.boothby@muskoka.on.ca. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A great season for the HPS ski team 



 

HPS SKI TEAM: 
 

 
The HPS ski team will soon be wrapping up a fun season of skiing with the last race at Arrowhead on Friday, 
March 4th.  To date, more than fifty students from Grades 4-8 have participated in the first classic ski race at 
Arrowhead, a skate ski clinic after school at Arrowhead and/or the first Tawingo Biathlon.   
 
At the first Arrowhead race, 43 skiers represented our school, making us one of the largest teams there.  We 
were particularly excited to have some first-time racers join us.  As well as demonstrating some great team spirit, 
HPS had some great results.  Eight of the ten fastest racers in the Grade 5/6 boys’ category were from our 
school, as well as six out of ten of the fastest racers in the Grade 5/6 girls’ category.  All four of the Gr. 7/8 girls 
who represented our school placed among the top ten skiers in their category. 
 
On Tuesday, February 9th after school at Arrowhead Park, seventeen HPS skiers, along with teachers and 
volunteer instructors from Huntsville High School, participated in a skate ski clinic.  Skiers of all levels were given 
the chance to practice their skate ski technique under beautiful conditions.  A big thank you to Eric MacNeil, 
Sarah Steele and Nathan Forestell, who volunteered their time to instruct Huntsville High School’s next 
generation of nordic skiers. 
 
The Tawingo Biathlon on February 18th was a new addition to the ski schedule.  A great atmosphere was 
created with torch lighting, music, target shooting with paintball guns, good ski conditions and many 
volunteers.  We were able to attract some new skiers to the HPS program with the opportunity to shoot at 
targets. 

Thank you for all of your support of our skiers this season. 
 

Mme Lindsay, Mrs. Marshall, Mr. Hogue, Mr. Yungblut & Mrs. Martin-Padfield 
 

 


