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Message from the Principal 

 

December 2015 
Principal: Ross Jewiss 
Vice-Principal: Dianna Petrie 
Trustee: Bruce Reain 

website:http://hps.tldsb.on.ca 

Dear Parents and Friends: 
 
It has been a long time since I have had to write a principal’s message.  And a 
long time since you have received a newsletter!  It is great to be back in the 
groove!  In fact we are well into the groove now with almost a third of the school 
year behind us.  What a crazy thought! 
 
Before I leave the past few months behind altogether, I want to publically thank 
the amazing staff here at HPS once again.  Labour action can be difficult to 
manage and indeed there were very troublesome stories from across the 
province but the HPS staff stood solidly by their commitment to provide 
excellence in education to our students in the most professional and thorough 
way.  Students didn’t notice a difference their classrooms at any time.  Awesome 
job everyone!   
 
And now we ramp up into Christmas and, believe it or not, kindergarten 
registration for 2016/2017 in January! It is time to say a huge thank you and a 
fond farewell to Mr. Glenn Kay who has been one of our kindergarten teachers so 
far at HPS.  We welcome Mrs. Melanie Blackburn to the position as the 
permanent teacher in that classroom after her maternity leave. 
 
Be sure you come to check out the 3rd annual Christmas Bazaar in our gym on 
December 5 and 6.  We had so many vendors wanting to be at HPS that we 
decided to extend the craft show over two days! Progress reports come home 
December 11, so be watching for them!  Then plan on watching our primary 
students at the primary Christmas Concert on December 14!  If that doesn’t get 
you into the Christmas spirit, I don’t know what will. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful December and a fabulous break at Christmas.  We 
are excited to have a growing number of nationalities of children (in terms of their 
birth places) in our school that include India, and most recently Bulgaria and 
Afghanistan.  And following from this, I will leave you with a Christmas thought, a 
verse from a favourite Christmas and holiday season song: “I don’t know if you 
believe in Christmas, or if you have presents underneath a Christmas tree, but if 
you believe in love, that will be more than enough for you to come and celebrate 
with me”. Merry Christmas everyone and Happy Holidays.  
 
 
 
 

Ross Jewiss 
Principal 
 



 

 
Save the date…. 

 

Huntsville Public School  

3
 rd

    Annual 

Christmas Bazaar 

 

SATURDAY, DEC. 5th, 2015   9 am to 4 pm 

SUNDAY, DEC. 6th, 2015  9 am to 3 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENT COUNCIL:  
For those of you who may not know me, I am the new chair of our Parent 
Council.  I have two daughters who have attended H.P.S since JK.  They are 
now in grades 7 and 5.  I have a strong dedication and love of being an 
active volunteer with our amazing school.  I have been doing some thinking 
of what volunteering and parent engagement is to me and to others.  There 
are so many options to this and none of them are wrong.  It can range from 
being involved in your child’s classroom, helping with breakfast club, reading 
to children, organizing a fundraising event, baking for a bake sale, 
volunteering for a couple of hours at a school event and the list goes on.  I ask you to think of what 
volunteering and parent engagement means to you.  In the New Year I will be setting up a volunteer list 
of who we can go to for help with events that we run.  Please get in touch with myself and let me know 
what your area of interest is.  Please remember it takes everyone doing a little of something to help 
meet our goals. 

 
Again this year, Parent Council was able to put a float in the Santa Claus Parade.  We would like to 
give a huge thank you to Tammy and Kevin from Edwards Towing, for providing their truck and 
decorating help. Also, thank you to everyone who donated items for the float and 
to the decorators. You all did a great job! 
 
We have our annual Christmas Bazaar coming up on the weekend of December 
5th and 6th.  This is one of our two major fundraising events and we hope to see all 
of you there. 
 
From all of us at Parent Council we wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
Mary Wright 
Parent Council Chair 
marylarry.wright@gmail.com 

 

5 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS: 

 
Monday Dec. 14th:  Crazy Hat Day   
 
Tuesday Dec. 15th:  Christmas Colours 
 
Wednesday Dec. 16th: PJ Day    
 
Thursday Dec. 17th:  Crazy Hair Day 
 
Friday Dec. 18th:  Christmas Characters/Costume Day  

 



 

AFTERNOON PICKUP:  
 

Please remember that the pickup location for children at the end of the day is on 
Susan St.  Remember too that there is limited parking on Susan St., especially on 
the south side where the ramp is.  Please use this ramp area as a DROP-OFF 

only.   Caroline Street is used for the coming and going of the school buses, 34 in 
total. This makes for a very busy pick-up with drop-off time.  Thank you for your 

understanding with this safety matter. 
 

 

MILK AND PIZZA:  
Milk:  White and chocolate milk, are for sale at first nutrition break for $1.00. 
Milk cards are also available.  Each milk card is $10.00 for 11 milks.  Milk is now  
being sold. 
 

Pizza – Starting in January pizza will be sold on Thursday’s. Pizza flavours will include   
Cheese, Hawiian, and  cheese with pepperoni. Each slice is $2.00. Orders must be 

placed each Tuesday morning with the student’s classroom teacher. If you 
would like to pay in advance- e.g. $10.00 for 5 pizza slices – please buy the 
tickets from the classroom teacher. 

 
 

 

HPS STUDENT GOVERNMENT REPORT:    
Student government has been busy organizing many activities to help our school, our community and 
our world. 
 
Thanks to all community and staff support, the Terry Fox run was very successful. Students ran many 
school laps for awareness about cancer research. To honour their efforts, Mr. Jewiss took a pie to the 
face; Mr. Beaton and Ms. Knappett took the ice bucket challenge; Mrs. Moore and Mr. Goodyear were 
wrapped in toilet paper and Mrs. Marshall and Mme. Cyr were in a Jello-eating contest. 
Again with thanks to the community and staff, Huntsville Public School contributed 1256 food items to 
the Table Food Bank during "Hallowe'en for Hunger." 
Grade 7/8 students enjoyed a Hallowe'en Dance and will enjoy a Christmas Dance on December 18th. 
 
We continue with milk sales to support school programs and our school foster child. Pizza sales will 
resume in January. 
Also coming up is a “Play Day” for the school on December 18th, and a bake sale to support Syrian 
refugees on December 14, 15, 16. 
 
After your New Year's celebrations, please drop off empty beer and wine bottles at HPS on Sat.  
January 9th 10:00 am - 1:00 pm. The bottle drive is also a fundraiser for Syrian refugees through our       
Me to We group (bad weather date is Sat. 16 Jan.). 
Looking forward to a great winter for HPS' Student Government. 

 



HPS INFORMATION: 

 
http://hps.tldsb.on.ca 
 
HPS Parent Council on Facebook 

 

 

PRIMARY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: 
The Primary Christmas Concert, Grades JK to 3/4 will be December 14th at 
6:30pm.  Please have your student at the school and in their class for 6:15pm 
to prepare for the wonderful show.  Parents and siblings will go to the gym 
for the show. 

 

 

PITA DAYS: 
In January we will be starting Pita Day on alternating Tuesdays.   Forms will be sent home the first 
Wednesday back and will be for the month of January. Pitas will be delivered on Tuesday January 12th 
and January 26th. A new form will be sent home at the beginning of each month.  Meat choices will be 
turkey, chicken, ham or veggie. There will be an assortment of veggies to choose from as well as 
sauces.  Proceeds will go back to the breakfast club.   
 
 
 

HEAD LICE: 
The Trillium Lakelands District School Board has a “no nit” policy for their schools. If 
head lice are found on your child, they will be required to go home for treatment and it 
will be necessary for them to be rechecked prior to being admitted back into school. If 
you could volunteer your services, please contact the school at 789-2318 and ask for 
Jackie and Sue. 

 

 

SAFE ARRIVAL   705-789-0165: 
Our safe arrival number is 789-0165. Please use this number when your child is absent 
so the school knows they are safe. This is especially important on snow days in the 
winter. All walking students to HPS are expected to come to school if the school is open. 
If they choose not to attend, a safe arrival phone call should be made.  
 

 

Follow us on: 

 
@HuntsvillePS 

http://hps.tldsb.on.ca/
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://3qdigital.com/category/socialmedia/twitter/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=8E96VK_xNbDfsATtrILYAw&ved=0CCMQ9QEwBw&usg=AFQjCNG4C8uLlWKyFXDmBX-Qwq2H3Sp9Iw

