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Good Evening Parents, Guests and Graduates, 
 
It is a pleasure to have this opportunity to share some of my thoughts about this 
awesome graduating group. I would be remiss if I didn't frame this address within the 
context of the Wizard of Ahhs...this class were wizards of “ahhs” every day. This unique 
group of individuals have been a pleasure to work with, to tease, to laugh with and to 
get to know. They are a wonderful group. But perhaps the most endearing thing about 
them, is the way in which they collaborate and work together for the greater good.  
 Tonight, their academic, athletic and artistic talents will be highlighted as we celebrate 
their success and their transition to high school and beyond. 
 
 
And what can we learn from the characters in the Wizard of Oz... Good leaders and 
good citizens share and emulate the brains of the scarecrow, the courage of the lion, 
the sentiment of the tin man and the tenacity of Dorothy as she struggled to reach her 
destiny. 
These students will need to use their brains as they carry on academically, and more 
importantly in the life decisions that they make...who to hang out with, what activities to 
explore, and what roads to travel. They will have to have the courage to say no when 
the choice is not a good one for them even though they will have peer pressure to say 
yes. They will have to have the heart to love, trust and engage with others beyond this 
building. To take risks and make new friends and follow their own unique dreams. But 
beyond all the other characters, they will have to be most like Dorothy who knew exactly 
what she wanted and pursued it against all odds. Dorothy who valued the love of her 
family, the gift of friendship, and the desire to remain true to herself. She followed the 
yellow brick road despite the flying monkeys and wicked witches along the way. 
Collectively, the characters in the Wizard of Oz are no different than our graduates. 
They were and are Friends Together Pursuing Success. 
 
 
Graduates, as you leave here, you will have to become more responsible for your own 
learning and your own success. You will face many decisions over the next four 
years…what occupation you will pursue, what you value, and ultimately who you really 
want to be. You will be responsible for who you become. We know that you have the 
heart, the brains and the courage to help you to become compassionate, capable 
citizens and we are very proud to have helped you develop.  
 
Together your parents, friends and the school staff have supported and helped you 
become the person that you are today, and have given you the tools to grow into the 
person that you will become. Maintain a close relationship with your parents as you 
enter high school, as you will continue to need their counsel and support. Keep in mind 
what they and other role models, teachers, and friends have taught you applying your 
heart, head, courage and goal setting to pursuing your own dreams. And always 
remember ...There is no place like home. 


