
As a part of the Character Educa-

tion Program at DGH, we will contin-

ue to teach students about making 

good decisions that lead to devel-

oping positive relationships with oth-

ers.  The Character Education pro-

gram highlights a different trait (e.g. 

honesty, compassion) each month.  

In our classroom we will continue to 

focus on “Bucket Filling” as a way to  

practice these traits.  Students are 

encouraged and invited to share 

their experiences on a daily basis 

and together we continue to ver-

balize how being a “Bucket Filler” 

makes us feel.   

We also use this same language 

and focus when solving problems 

between students. For example, a 

student might say, “He was dipping 

into my bucket because he said 

that I couldn’t play Lego.”  Our con-

versations with the students center 

around developing the understand-

ing that every choice and action 

they make can a direct impact on 

others; in good ways (filling 

someone’s bucket and making 

them feel happy) or bad ways 

(dipping someone’s bucket and 

making them feel sad or angry).   

The overall goals are to give students 

the tools that they need to engage in 

positive interactions with others and to 

build a confident and rich character 

within themselves.  Mistakes in actions 

are opportunities to learn; as long as we 

have conversations about what hap-

pened, what the consequences were 

and what might have been done differ-

ently.   

Learning about personal levels of frustra-

tion and taking cues from our emotions 

also support becoming a “Bucket Filler”.  

Working through strategies like Belly 

Breathing, walking away, counting to 

calm will support students as they learn 

to deal with their own emotions in ways 

that are productive and acceptable.   

We invite you to send a quick email or 

note to let us know how your child has 

been a “Bucket Filler” at home.  We are 

going to start an interactive wall of 

“Bucket Filling” where students can post 

notes about how others filled their buck-

ets, or reflections about positive experi-

ences.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=GAkZT_XoQJs 

BEING A BUCKET FILLER 

Dates to Remember: 

 January 30-PA Day 

 Report Cards Home  

February 20th 

HOME READING PROGRAM CONTINUES 
Thanks to families for your support 

with the Home Reading Program. 

Again, both the RAZkids and „Home 

Reading Journal/hard copy book are 

intended to rehearse and foster 

reading skills.  We are offering both 

as an example to students that read-

ing can be in many formats.   

When students bring their book back 

to school they sit with Ms. Arscott 

and we read the book together!  She 

is so impressed by the level of en-

gagement and enthusiasm that stu-

dents are bringing to their reading!  

Students are using the many reading 

strategies such as using picture cues, 

sounding out letters in the words, recog-

nizing word patterns!  Great reading 

everyone! 

Also, students are developing an under-

standing of the concepts of print like the 

orientation of the book, turning pages, 

identifying  the title  and author of the 

book and pointing to words as they read. 

For the Reading Journal, feel free to be 

creative in the responses that students 

have to the book.  On the front of the 

journal are some suggestions but do not 

feel limited by that list.  Students are to 

keep their book for the week so that 

they can read and re-read it for mastery 

(which will build confidence as well).     

The goal is that the student can inde-

pendently read the book and UNDER-

STAND what it is about.  So, keep talk-

ing about what the book is about with 

your child and asking them to tell “how 

they know” will support them in  their 

critical thinking and foster a deeper 

understanding.  For example, “the book 

is about dogs.”  “How do you know that?” 

“Well there are pictures of dogs and it 

says that the title is Dogs as Pets”. 

If there are ANY questions or concerns 

please let us know through a phone call, 

e-mail or note in the mailbag! 

Happy Reading! 
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about with the class, a „collection‟ for us to use in 

our center activities and if they choose they can 

bring in a puzzle, game or book from home.  More 

information will follow as well as a note to let you 

know when your child will be Student of the Week 

(a heads up to gather artifacts).  This week and 

next Ms. Arscott and Ms. Horton will model exam-

ples of building the bulletin board, sharing artifacts 

and photos. 

We want this to be a positive experience for all so 

please let us know if you have questions or concerns

-again a more outlined page will follow next week! 

We will be changing our Student of the Day 

initiative to a Student of the Week.  We 

would like to give each student an oppor-

tunity to share more about themselves by 

having them post to the student of the 

Week Board. When it is their week we will work with 

them to post and orally share artifacts that tell some-

thing about who they are and the things that they en-

joy!  They will also be invited to post a variety of arti-

facts to the board such as: a family picture, their 

work, a piece of writing, or a photo of something they 

created in class.  When it is their week they will be 

invited to bring in a special artifact from home to talk 

STUDENT OF THE DAY BECOMES STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

We are continuing to investigate and play with concepts of measurement this month.  

Measuring with non-standard units (like cubes, links, block, hands, our feet) will be 

the focus within the classroom in January.  We will be able to link in our understand-

ing of counting and quantity as we explore the lengths of various objects.  Students 

will also be assessed and evaluated on their progress in recognizing and writing numer-

als to 10 (and beyond if they are ready).  When writing numbers (and letters) we are 

teaching and guiding students to begin at the top for proper formation and legibility.  

MATH LEARNING GOALS 

We continue to explore and learn about letters and the sounds that they make, and how letters link 

together to make words.  For students demonstrating a readiness we are investigating and playing with 

‘sight words’.  We have learned songs for: to, the, of, like and with.  Since our letters to Santa, the 

students are still enjoying letter writing.  We are asking for families to send in any envelopes that 

may be lying around the house or headed for the recycling.  For example, each month there is a Re-

turn envelope for Hydro and banking that we do not use since we pay online.  I have brought in these 

envelopes for students to use for their letters and it has inspired more letter writing! 

LITERACY LEARNING GOALS 

STAYING CONNECTED:  HOME & SCHOOL 
Again this month, watch your email inbox for an email from your child complete with a personal collage of their learning experiences at school!  Also, get follow-

ing us on Twitter and please be active in adding „tweets‟ as feedback to our work and postings!  We share the page with the students during class and students 

will be starting to use the media as a way to share their learning!  (no faces posted) .  @wonderfulldayk 

As always, quick notes in mailbags are checked every morning!   Email (s.arscott@tldsb.on.ca or a.horton@tldsb.on.ca) is a great way to connect with us but if it is 

an urgent matter the mailbag or a phone call is better because usually email is checked later in the day.  The main idea is that we keep the various methods of 

home-school communication going so that TOGETHER we can provide the best care, learning and experiences for your child! 


