
 

 

Principal’s Message 

W ow!  What a school year it has been.  Congratulations to everyone for such a remarkable 

school year.  I hope that everyone takes some time in the days that follow the last day of 

school to reflect on all that you have learned, all that you have accomplished and all that you have 

achieved.  All of this is possible with the support and encouragement of our family and friends.  I 

hope that you are leaving the school year with a strong sense of pride in all that you have done. 

On Monday, June 27th we celebrated our grade 8 graduating class at their Graduation Ceremony.  It 

was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on all of the growth and success these students have achieved 

during their first ten years of school and wish them all of the happiness and success as they start a new 

chapter in their lives next September.  I know they will continue to make BPS proud in their future 

school careers. 

There are a few staffing changes to make you aware of for September 2016.  Together, students and 

staff celebrated Mrs. Milner’s retirement with her over the past few weeks.  Mrs. Milner has been a 

teacher at BPS for the last 29 years.  Her dedication to the students of BPS has never wavered and her 

love of reading and literacy is a legacy that will live on forever at BPS.   We are all so thankful for all 

that she has done for all of us here at BPS and we wish her all the happiness in the world for her re-

tirement.  It is with a sadness that I inform you that Ms. Dursley will be starting as Vice Principal at 

Monck PS in September.  We will most certainly miss her smiling face and caring ways around 

Bracebridge Public School.  She is a remarkable woman who has dedicated her heart and passion to 

the families of BPS over the past two years.  We wish her all the best on her new journey beginning in 

the fall.  In Ms. Dursley’s place, I am pleased to welcome Mrs. Dianna Petrie to the BPS community.  

Mrs. Petrie is coming to us from her current role as Vice Principal at Huntsville Public School.  Mrs. 

Petrie lives just outside of Bracebridge with her husband and four children.  The following staff will 

also be heading off on new journey’s in September; Mrs. Morrison who has been filling in on Mrs. 

Jones’ maternity leave, Ms. Burda who has been filling in for Mrs. MacKinnon, Ms. Beaucage who 

has been teaching Core French, and Mrs. Fischer, Ms. Ridgely and Ms. Kupi who have been support-

ing our kindergarten programs this year.  We hope to see all of you back at BPS some day soon. 

Finally, on behalf of my family and I, I would like to wish everyone a safe and exciting summer 

break.  I hope that everyone is able to relax and enjoy time with family and friends.  I look forward to 

seeing everyone in September. 

 

Ken Waddell 

Principal 
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Office Hours 

T he office will be open Thursday, June 30th 

from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm and then again 

from Monday, July 4th to Thursday, July 7th 

from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  The  office will be 

closed for the summer months, however you 

may leave a voicemail message in the office  or 

contact us via e-mail through our website.  Mes-

sages will checked and calls will be returned pe-

riodically throughout the summer.  If  your need 

is urgent, please contact the  Muskoka Education 

Centre at 705-645-8704. 

The school office 

will re-open for the 

2016/2017 school 

year on Monday, 

August 29th and be 

open all week from 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm. 

Are You Moving?  

W e hope not, but if you are…. we need to know if you are moving to 

another school area. Your new school will require a transfer of infor-

mation from us as soon as possible to assist with your registration and place-

ment for the coming year. Please contact the school office ASAP with your 

updated information. 

School Organization for 2015/2016 

S chool organization at BPS has not yet been 

finalized.  Final decisions about school organi-

zation and teaching assignments for next year will 

be determined throughout the summer.  Organizing 

students in to classrooms is a complicated process.  

Teachers spend a great deal of time considering the 

best placement for each student and consider a va-

riety of factors including: academic ability group-

ings in each class, working groups within the class-

room, special needs such as health concerns and 

resource withdrawal needs and access to Educa-

tional Assistant support, etc.  We appreciate your 

trust in our professional judgment for balancing all 

the considerations mentioned above.   

We recognize that  not knowing which class stu-

dents are in can be a stressful situation for some 

students and their families through the summer.  In 

September 2016, families will receive a generic 

message through our School Connects system iden-

tifying the following information:  “A student en-

tering grade 2 at your home will be in Mrs. Teach-

er’s class during the 2016/2017 school year”.   

These messages will be sent in the afternoon on 

Thursday, September 1st.  Teachers and other staff 

will also be outside on the first day of school to 

meet and greet students and welcome them to 

school.  Students will then line up with their teach-

ers and proceed directly 

to their new classroom 

to start the day.  There 

will not be a morning 

assembly on the first 

day of school.  Our 

goal is to make the first 

day of school a smooth 

one for everyone. 

Mindfulness Corner 

Try setting intentions rather 

than goals, then if not 

achieved in a particular time 

frame we don’t feel unsuc-

cessful.  Intentions can be set 

and reset and every time we do, we strengthen 

that good pathway in our brain.  For example: 

 I want to solve problems calmly 

 I want to notice something new every day 

 I want to speak in a kind voice when I am 

frustrated 

 I want to remember to notice how others 

are feeling 

 I want to help someone each day 

The possibilities are endless! 


