
 

 

Principal’s Message 

W e have reached the halfway point of the school year.  Term 1 

Report Cards go home for students from JK to grade 8 on Fri-

day, February 19th.  These reports should provide you with an under-

standing of your child’s progress through the first half of the school year 

and give you some next steps about how you can help your child’s 

learning at home.  A strong home-school connection is a proven factor 

in school success.  Parent-teacher interviews will take place on Thurs-

day, March 10th.  Look for information coming home about how to ar-

range an interview with your child(ren)’s teacher. 

 Winter Activities take place on Thursdays during the month of Feb-

ruary.  Please stay tuned to 99.5 Moose FM and follow us on Twitter 

@BracebridgePS to get updates on any program changes or cancella-

tions in the mornings.  We will do our best to make announcements be-

fore 7:30 am. 

 February looks like it will be a busy month here at school.  Thank 

you to all of our parents, volunteers, community partners and others 

who help make all of the great programs a success. 

Ken Waddell 

Principal 

Connect with us: 

Check our website regularly at: 

https://bps.tldsb.on.ca 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@BracebridgePS 

 

Get flyers on Peachjar 

through our website 
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Views from the “Bridge” 
 

Principal:   Ken Waddell    

Vice-Principal:  Laura Dursley  Trustee: Stephen Binstock 

Head Secretary:  Gina Cline  Superintendent: Andrea Gillespie 

Assistant Secretary: Glynis Waters 

     Twitter:  @BracebridgePS 

Telephone: (705) 645-5209  http://.bps.tldsb.on.ca 

February 2016 

  Dates to Remember:  
 Feb 2 - Cross-Country Ski Race 

 Feb 4 - Winter Activities - Day #1 

 Feb 5 - PA Day 

 Feb 8 - Intermediate Trip Parent 
Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

 Feb 11 - Winter Activities - Day #2 

 Feb 15 - Family Day Holiday 

 Feb 18 - Winter Activities - Day #3 

 Feb 19 - Term 1 Report Cards go 
home 

 Feb 25 - Healthy School Committee 
Meeting 

 Feb 25 - Winter Activities - Day #4 
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PA Day 

Friday, February 5th 

NEW PA Day ~ March 11, 2016 

T here will be a PA day added to this year’s school 

calendar. The additional PA day will be Friday, 

March 11, 2016. This addition is part of the provincial 

contracts negotiated earlier this school year with our 

teacher unions. An additional professional activity 

day is to be included in each school year.  

Parent teacher interviews will be held on Thursday, March 10, 2016 

from 4:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  Information about booking interviews times 

with your child(ren)’s teacher will be sent home in advance. 

For more information, please visit the TLDSB website. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

T he BPS School Council 

wants your input as we 

plan our upcoming events and 

fundraisers!   Please complete 

and return a form that will be 

going home in February.  If 

you prefer to have it emailed 

to you, please email us at 

bpsparents.ca@gmail.com and place Feedback Form 

in the subject line.    

Rick Patenaude from the Lions Club of Bracebridge 

attended our January Meeting to present a generous do-

nation of $500 towards our new volleyball nets.  Thank 

you! 

Pictured above, Sandra Northmore (parent volun-

teer), Rick Patenaude (Lions Club) and Ken Waddell 

(Principal). 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, March 9th at 6pm in 

the BPS library.  We look forward to seeing you there.  

To join our email loop, send an email to bpspar-

ents.ca@gmail.com and request to be added to the list 

for minutes and meeting notifications.                                 

Mindfulness Corner 

H ere's a mindful twist on the age old question “How 

was your day?”  Perhaps try asking your 

child(ren): "Who was a good friend to you today?" or 

even "Who were you a good friend to today? What did 

that friend do that made your child feel good?” 

Did your child let that friend know s/he helped him/her 

or made him/her feel better?  

What feelings did that friend's 

generosity of spirit inspire in 

your child?  

This inspires positive 

thoughts and feelings which 

lead to more optimism and 

resilience. 

Have fun with this! 

Inclement Weather 

W inter weather has arrived.   

You are reminded to listen 

to your local radio station for bus 

cancellation information on morn-

ings when the weather is questiona-

ble. 

You can also check the TLDSB 

Website at www.tldsb.ca, sign up 

for e-mail notification at 

www.mybustoschool.ca. 

Or, if you use social media, you can follow us on 

Twitter (@BracebridgePS or @TLDSB). 

Parents of students who walk to 

school are reminded to call SAFE 

ARRIVAL on days where buses are 

cancelled if your child is not coming 

to school. 

Cancellation information about Winter Activities 

will be shared on MooseFM 99.5 and on Twitter. 

“Be somebody who makes  

everybody feel like a somebody.” 

Arrowhead Nordic Ski Club 
 
MUSKOKA ELEMENTARY CROSS COUN-
TRY SKI RACES at Arrowhead Park  
 
RACE #1: Tuesday, Feb 2, 2016 - Classic 
RACE #2: Friday, March 4, 2016 - Freestyle 

mailto:bpsparents.ca@gmail.com
mailto:bpsparents.ca@gmail.com
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Pizza Orders for February 

P lease note that there will be no Pizza Lunches in 

February due to Winter Activity 

Days falling on Thursdays during the 

month.  Pizza Orders will resume in 

March. 

Understanding Spatial Reasoning 

Consider the following exam-

ples… 

You are planting trees in a straight 

path of your backyard.  You plant a 

tree and then every 10 metres along 

the path plant another.  If the path is 

40 metres, how many trees will you 

need to plant? 

How will you pack all those different sized boxes in the 

van so you only need to make one trip? 

That couch you noticed in the store is perfect for the 

basement family room but, will it fit down the stairs? 

 
Now ask yourself:  what skills do I need to solve the 

problems?  What do I see or visualize helping me in 

solving the problems?  

What is Spatial Reasoning?  
Spatial thinking, or reasoning, involves understanding 

and remembering the location and movement of objects 

and ourselves, either mentally or physically, in space. 

There are a number of sub skills and concepts that are 

interrelated among each other. It also includes being able 

to show and communicate thinking in a variety of ways. 

Visualization is the ability to see images in your mind 

and to remember what you see when it is out of view 

(visual memory).  Spatial Visualization involves using 

our imagination to rotate, change, create, organize, and 

retrieve mental images. 

Both of these concepts are important in the development 

of spatial reasoning. 

Why is Spatial Reasoning Important? 

Research has shown strength in spatial reasoning abili-

ties is related to success in mathematics. Spatial Reason-

ing, although it is an important part of geometry, is a 

process that enhances learning and communication 

across all math strands and all grades. 

Humour - Us 
 

Q:  What kind of bow can’t be 

tied? 

A: A rainbow 

Q: Why do fish live in salt water? 

A: Because pepper makes them sneeze 

Q:  Where do snowmen keep their money? 

A:   In a snowbank, of course! 

 

Q: What has one head, one foot and four legs? 

A:  A bed. 

Up-to-date Information 

I t is important that we have current 

information on file in the office for 

parents, caregivers and emergency con-

tacts.  Please notify us immediately of 

any changes to your contact information 

(e.g., phone numbers) and address changes.   

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

B PS is looking for volunteers to help with a variety 

of programs around the school.  In particular, we 

are looking for volunteers to help students practice 

their reading skills.  Research has shown us that when 

students spend time reading with a confident reader, 

they will learn good reading habits, strategies and 

skills.  Also, if students spend time reading a book at 

their level with a confident reader, they will improve 

their reading skills. 

If you have any time to offer during the school week - 

even 1 hour, it will help make a difference in the learn-

ing of a student. 

Please contact the school office 

for more information about this 

and many other volunteer op-

portunities. 
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Sibshops are best described as a recrea-

tion based support group for SIBLINGS 

of children (foster, adopted, step, biologi-

cal) with special needs (no restrictions). 

 Sibshops are lively, pedal-to-the-metal 

celebrations of the many contributions 

made by brothers and sisters. Sibshops 

acknowledge that being the brother or 

sister of a person with special needs can 

be both challenging and rewarding for 

siblings and so Sibshops offers an oppor-

tunity for sharing and connecting with 

peers who "get it." The Sibshop model 

intersperses information and discussion 

activities with games (designed to be 

unique, off-beat, and appealing to a wide 

ability range), food and fun. 

  

WHERE: Bracebridge United Church,  

Basement Auditorium  

46 Dominion Street 

WHEN: Friday February 19th, 2016 5-

8 pm & Friday April 15th, 2016 5:00 to 

8:00 pm 

WHO: Open to all siblingss of children 

with special needs ages 8-13 years old 

CONTACT/INFORMAITON/

REGISTRATION: 

MEGHANN GOULD: 705 706 2142 

OR meghann.gould@smcyfs.com 

mailto:Meghann.gould@smcyfs.com

