
 

 

Principal’s Message 

December means we have completed almost a third of our school year.  

Students are well on their way toward learning new skills and acquiring 

knowledge for this school year.  The holiday season is just around the 

corner, which provides an extended break from the routine of school.  

This is a great time to reflect on how your school year is going so far.  

Ask yourself: “What is going well?”, “Where are the areas I would like 

to improve?”, “What do I want to achieve by the end of the school 

year?”.  Parents play an important role in helping their children suc-

ceed at school.  Make sure you are a part of this conversation. 

Finally, the holiday season is an important time to get-together with 

family and friends and celebrate the good things in our lives together.  

On behalf of all of us here at BPS, I would like to wish everyone a safe, 

happy and fun-filled holiday season. 
 

Ken Waddell 

Principal 

Connect with us: 

 

Check our website regularly at: 

https://bps.tldsb.on.ca 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@BracebridgePS 

Follow us on Instagram: 

@bracebridgeps 

 

Get flyers on Peachjar 

through our website 
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Views from the “Bridge” 
 

Principal:   Ken Waddell  Trustee: Stephen Binstock  

Vice-Principal:  Dianna Petrie  Superintendent: Bruce Barrett 

Head Secretary:  Gina Cline   

Assistant Secretary: Glynis Waters  Twitter:  @BracebridgePS 

     Instagram:  @bracebridgeps 

Telephone: (705) 645-5209  http://.bps.tldsb.on.ca 

December 2016 

  Dates to Remember:  
 Dec 15 - Basketball Tournament 

 Dec 20 - BPS Family Christmas  
 Night 

 Dec 22 - Christmas Assembly 

 Jan 11 - Healthy School Committee 
 Meeting 

 Jan 18 - School Council Meeting 
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Christmas Holidays 
December 23rd, 2016  

to 

January 6th, 2017 

Christmas @ BPS 

T he Christmas Season is a  great time to get-

together with family, friends and your commu-

nity.  Bracebridge Public School has organized the 

following events to bring everyone together during 

the Christmas Season: 

Tuesday, December 20th - 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm; Family Chr ist-

mas Night 

Join us in the gym for a light meal / snack and some Christmas 

cheer including:  crafts, activities and carols 

Thursday, December 22nd - 9:00 am to 10:00 am; Chr istmas 

Assembly 

Join us in the gym for an extended school assembly where a varie-

ty of classes will be presenting songs, skits and stories in the tradi-

tion of Christmas. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

C hristmas is almost around the corner. We 

would like to wish all of the BPS families a 

Happy Holiday Season.  

Please stay tuned for our "Big Box of Cards" fund-

raiser (a sample box will be displayed by the front 

office) and an evening event planned for sometime 

in February.  

Why does School Council raise funds throughout 

the school year, you ask? In order to assist with 

such costs as the books for "Battle of the Books", 

"Dance Week" and year end class trips to name 

a few.   

We hope you are able to join us at our next School 

Council meeting scheduled for January 18th, 2017 

@ 6:30PM in the library. 

E-mail us at bpspar-

ents.ca@gmail.com if you 

would like to be added to 

our email list for School 

Council minutes and further 

updates. 

Growth Mindset in Math 

In general, a 

growth mindset is 

the belief that in-

telligence and 

‘smartness’ can 

also be learned 

and that the brain 

grows from experience and effort.  The opposite, a 

fixed mindset, is the idea that you are smart, or you 

are not. In math, that translates into “some people 

are good at math, and some are not.” Did you know 

that praising efforts rather than intelligence or results 

can impact your child’s ability to persevere in chal-

lenges?! The goal is to have children thrive on chal-

lenges and see failures, not as a sign of low intelli-

gence, but as a learning opportunity.  Brain research 

tells us that making mistakes actually wires more 

connections into the brain! When a person has a 

growth mindset, they accept challenges, see their 

efforts as worthwhile, and are open to learning from 

mistakes. Students with a growth mindset achieve at 

higher levels than those with fixed mindsets.  

How can you help? Some simple ways: 

 Adding “yet” when they claim they are “not 

good at this” (Respond: “You are not good at 

this yet.”). 

 Ask questions that focus on their effort and 

choices and get them to reflect on satisfaction of 

that effort (e.g., What did you learn today? What 

mistake did you make that taught you some-

thing? What did you try hard at today?). 

 

Model this yourself as you share about your day. 

“The best preparation for to-

morrow is doing your best to-

day.” 

  ~ H. Jackson Brown, Jr. ~ 

STUDENT PARLIAMENT UPDATE 

M inistry of Health members initiated a Caught 

you Caring Campaign. Staff members 

nominate students that demonstrate a caring act to-

wards others. We have seen older students helping 

younger students along with caring acts that 

demonstrate a commitment to looking after school 

property.  

Ballots are given to students and those ballots go 

towards a draw held during assemblies where the 

names of three students are drawn for a total of 12 

winners.  

On December 16th, those 12 students will partici-

pate in games to be held in the 

gym during one recess.  

Congratulations to everyone who 

has been "Caught Caring"! 
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Character Trait of the Month Awards 

C ongratulations to the following students who 

were awarded November's Character Trait 

Award for Perseverance: 

JK/SK-Devon 

Gr. 2-Mariah T., Lilah C-G., Noah G. 

Gr. 3- Teagan B. 

Gr. 4- Jordan S., Owyn L., Nolan B., Audrey A. 

Gr. 5- Parker M. 

Gr. 6- Hailee S-H., Scott B., Halle P., Carson R. 

Gr. 7- Josh M. 

Gr. 8- Gage T., Mia A., Deanna C. 

Humour - Us 

Q: A man arrived in a small town on Friday.  He 

stayed for two days and left on Friday.  How is 

this possible? 

A: His horse’s name is Friday. 

Q: Where do pencils go on vacation? 

A: Pencil-vania. 

Q:  What elves learn in school? 

A: The elf-abet. 

Q: Which flowers talk the 

most? 

A: Tulips, of course, because 

they have two lips. 

Stress: Kids get it Too! 

K ids have stress, just like us. Stress is a nor-

mal part of life, but our bodies are only 

made to handle it for short amounts of time. Con-

tinued stress can cause feelings of pressure, anxie-

ty, and tiredness. It can make it hard for kids to 

focus in school and can cause them to become 

sick, get lower grades, or make unhealthy choices.  

It’s easy to mistake signs of stress for bad behav-

ior in your child. You can help them learn to man-

age stress by staying calm, showing love and talk-

ing openly about their feelings. Encourage them 

to try calming activities like deep breathing or 

doing something active. If the stress continues, be 

sure talk to your child’s family doctor or health 

care provider. 

To speak with a public health nurse, contact 

Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721

-7520 or visit the health unit website for more in-

formation at www.simcoemuskokahealth.org. 

Dance Week at BPS 

W e had the pleasure of hosting  Ms. Alicia 

Smith again this year.  Ms. Alicia is a 

dance instructor and taught all the students some 

dance moves that  lead to an entire school presen-

tation.  The Dance Showcase was held on Friday, 

November 25th.  Multiple classes showcased their 

impressive moves for the school and many special 

guests. 

The cost for Dance Week 

was covered by fundrais-

ing from School Council.  

Thank you to School 

Council and everyone in-

volved in fundraising 

throughout the year. 

Thank you Ms. Alicia! 

http://www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/

