
 

 

Principal’s Message 

M arch was definitely a month of interruptions.  Snow days, Winter 

Activity Days, PA Days and holidays all made it difficult to get 

some momentum going in regards to learning at school.  We are all 

hopeful that the winter weather is behind us and we can get back learn-

ing and develop some momentum in classrooms and around the school.  

Therefore, it is helpful if you do your best to ensure your children attend 

school every day and try to schedule appointments outside of school 

hours whenever possible. 

April is a month of transitions - from winter to spring.  Students are no-

ticing all of the signs of spring that are slowly arriving.  We are all look-

ing for robins and the buds of new flower bulbs planted last fall at the 

front of  the school.  April also looks like it could be a very wet month 

and as a result, all of our school yards are muddy!  Please send a change 

of clothes, rubber boots and splashpants with your children.  This will 

also help lower interruptions and boost momentum for learning  at 

school. 

Ken Waddell 

Principal 

Connect with us: 

Check our website regularly at: 

https://bps.tldsb.on.ca 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@BracebridgePS 

 

Get flyers on Peachjar 

through our website 
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Views from the “Bridge” 
 

Principal:   Ken Waddell    

Vice-Principal:  Laura Dursley  Trustee: Stephen Binstock 

Head Secretary:  Gina Cline  Superintendent: Andrea Gillespie 

Assistant Secretary: Glynis Waters 

     Twitter:  @BracebridgePS 

Telephone: (705) 645-5209  http://.bps.tldsb.on.ca 

April 2016 

  Dates to Remember:  

 Apr 6-8 - Book Fair 

 Apr 8 - Drum, Dance & Storytelling 

 Day 

 Apr 15 - Intermediate Spaghetti  

 Dinner 

 Apr 19 - School Council Meeting 

 Apr 20 - SK & Gr 8 Grad Photos 

 Apr 26 - Jump Rope for Heart 

 Apr 26 - Healthy School Committee 

 Meeting 

 Apr 27 - Boys’ Writer’s Conference 
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Book Fair 
Wednesday, April 6th to Friday April 8th 

8:30 am to 3:30 pm 

BPS Supports Autism Ontario 

A pril 2 is World Autism Day.  BPS is starting a fundraising cam-

paign in support of Autism Ontario.  Autism Ontario is dedicated 

to increasing public awareness about autism and the day-to-day issues 

faced by individuals with autism and their families.  For more infor-

mation, visit http://

www.autismontario.ca/ 

Our goal is to raise $250 in sup-

port of Autism Ontario by May 

1st.  If every student brought in a 

loonie, we would surpass our goal.  

Please help us support Autism On-

tario. 

http://www.autismontario.ca/
http://www.autismontario.ca/


 

 

Page 2          Follow us on Twitter    @BracebridgePS        SAFE ARRIVAL #  (705) 645-3801      

Mindfulness Corner 

My Favourite Things! 

Ask your child (and maybe 

do this WITH them) what 

he/she already does that 

makes him/her happy.... 

anything that seems to 

make time float by.  Is it a 

walk in the woods or cud-

dling while reading a 

book?  Have your child 

make a list. Not only can your child (and you!) turn 

to this list for informal mindfulness practice ideas, 

but the list itself can help pull a moody child out of 

a slump.....have fun with this! 

Intermediate Spaghetti Dinner 

T he BPS intermedi-

ate students are 

hosting a spaghetti din-

ner and silent auction 

night to fundraise for 

their end-of-year trip to 

Ottawa. Please come 

out and enjoy a great 

night in support of our 

intermediates! There will be a live performance by 

the BPS Rock Band, a silent auction, and a meal 

prepared by the intermediate students that includes 

spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, a drink, and a dessert.  

Date: Fr iday, Apr il 15th 

 

Time: First Sitting  – 5:00pm 

            Second Sitting – 7:00pm 

 

Location:  Royal Canadian Legion 

 168 Muskoka Rd, Bracebridge 

 

Cost: $10 adult; $5 child 

 

Please send your RSVP into the school with your 

payment.  Tickets will not be sold at the door. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

W e are thrilled to have secured funding for 

new volleyball nets.  Thank you to Trans 

Canada Pipelines for their $1000 corporate dona-

tion.  It will be fantastic to have new nets for the 

students of BPS. 

We are starting our Spring Vesey Bulbs campaign.  

Look for packages to be arriving home in early 

April.  The monies raised from this campaign will 

be used for supporting class trips this May and 

June.  Why Vesey’s??  Gardening is fun, education-

al and outside…a great way to spend time with 

your kids. Vesey’s is a Canadian company offering 

quality products.  Not a gardener? Grow some broc-

coli or alfalfa sprouts in your kitchen!   

Our next council meeting is set for Tuesday, April 

19th at 6:30 pm. 

To join our email loop, send an email to bpspar-

ents.ca@gmail.com and request to be added to 

the list for minutes and meeting notifications.                           

Intermediate Clothing Drive  
Fundraiser 
 

B PS has organized a used cloth-

ing drive to support the grade 

7 & 8 trip to Ottawa. 

Please drop off items to the school 

during school hours (8:30 am to 

4:00 pm) before May 13th. 

If you would prefer to have items picked up, please 

contact Kim at kimg16@outlook.com. 

 

Acceptable Items: 

 Clothing 

 Footwear 

 Purses, belts & accessories 

 Bed & bath linens 

 Vases & knick knacks 

 Photo frames & albums 

 Jewelry 

 Glassware, dishes, pots & pans 

 School & office supplies 

 Craft supplies 

mailto:bpsparents.ca@gmail.com
mailto:bpsparents.ca@gmail.com
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Inspiring your Child to Love Math 

I nspiring Your Child to Learn 

and Love Math is a toolkit that 

was created specifically for par-

ents of children from JK to grade 

8 in Ontario. The toolkit empha-

sizes the many ways in which 

parents’ help and support plays an 

important role in inspiring their 

children to learn and love mathematics. The goal of 

this resource is to provide parents with the most sig-

nificant research-based information to help them be 

the best, most knowledgeable and most confident sup-

porters for their child's mathematics education. 

Inspiring Your Child to Learn and Love Math  shows 

parents how to get involved in their children's learn-

ing, and offers guidance for working with students of 

different ages. This Parent Tool Kit was developed by 

experts in mathematics education, with input and ad-

vice from parents and students. When families and 

educators join together, students of all ages can expe-

rience greater success in their learning. 

The complete tool kit is available at:  

English: http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/

parent_engagement-math/en/index.htm  

French: http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/

parent_engagement-math/fr/index.htm  

Humour - Us 
 

Q: What did Mr. & Mrs. Ham-

burger call their daughter? 

A: Patty. 

Q:  Why is music like a fish? 

A:   Because they both have scales. 

 

Q: Why won’t an elephant use a computer? 

A: Because it’s afraid of the mouse. 

 

Q:  How can you tell an ocean is friendly? 

A:  It waves! 

Band on the Run ~  

Team BPS & Friends 

A re you a runner looking for a non-competitive 

run in a fun, family atmosphere?  Are you 

looking for a challenge and want to try a run with 

family and friends?  Join Team BPS and Friends 

and participate in the Band on the Run event in 

Huntsville on Saturday, June 11th. 

1 km kids run, 5 km walk or run, 10 km run and 1/2 

marathon options! 

For more information or to register, visit: 

http://bandontherun.ca/ 

When You Register click Join an Existing Team 

and Enter Promo Code:  

BPSFRIENDS5K - for 5k at $30  

BPSFRIENDS10K - for 10k at $40 

BPSFRIENDSHALF - for Half Marathon at $55  

(+ HST and processing fee) 

If you have already registered and would like to 

join the team and receive the discount please con-

tact Meghann Gould with your name & race confir-

mation #.  

BPS Students use the following promo codes: 

BPSSTUDENTS5K at $30 ($30 off) 

BPSSTUDENTS10K at $40 ($30 off) 

BPSSTUDENTSHALF at $55 ($40 off) 

 

BPS staff should use: 

BPSFRIENDS for a 10% discount 

 

http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement-math/en/index.htm
http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement-math/en/index.htm
http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement-math/fr/index.htm
http://www.ontariodirectors.ca/parent_engagement-math/fr/index.htm
http://bandontherun.ca/
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Ready for Kindergarten 

Is Your Child Ready for Kindergarten?  

If you have a child entering Kindergarten for the first time 

this fall, you will want to attend a Ready for Kindergarten 

event near you this spring. You are welcome to attend any 

of the three open houses regardless of where you live and 

which school you have registered at for the fall. 

April 5th – Gravenhurst Public School, Gravenhurst 

April 20th – Huntsville Public School, Huntsville 

May 5th – Monsignor Michael O’Leary Catholic School, Bracebridge 

At Ready for Kindergarten your child will have the opportunity to have their hearing and visions tested, as well as 

undergo screening for developmental milestones. You can learn about how to pack healthy lunches, sample 

healthy snacks, speak to a dental hygienist, learn about immunizations, talk to someone about library and recrea-

tion programs, and even go with your child on their first school bus ride. The event runs from 4 pm until 7 pm and 

you will need one to two hours to get through all the activities. 

If you have registered your child for Kindergarten, watch for their personal invitation in the mail! If you haven’t, 

call Bracebridge Public School now to register your child for school!  Ready for Kindergarten is a free evening of 

activities and gives families an opportunity to learn more about what services are available in Muskoka.   

Trillium Lakelands District School Board wants to hear from you! 

 
At Trillium Lakelands District School Board we want to know what we're doing 

well and how we can continue to improve our schools. To do this we want to hear 

from you, our valued stakeholders. 

We’re using Thoughtexchange – an online stakeholder engagement tool – to help 

us better understand your thoughts and priorities at this time. 

How will the Thoughtexchange work? 

Step One – Share: April 12 – 24, 2016 

On April 12th, you will be able to register for our Thoughtexchange by clicking 

here. After registering you will be able to share your thoughts to some important, 

open-ended questions. You will have until April 24th to complete this step. 

 

Step Two – Star: April 29 – May 8, 2016 

On April 29, you will be invited to star (prioritize) your own thoughts and some thoughts from other community 

members. If you participated in Share, you will automatically be sent a Star invitation. If you are new to the 

Thoughtexchange, you can register through our website. You will have until May 8 to complete this step.  

Step 3 - Discover is when we will communicate back the prioritized thoughts we have heard from you.   

Please know your identity will remain private throughout 

this process, and your name will never be associated with 

your input. 

We greatly appreciate your time spent engaged in this pro-

cess. Thank you for your support! 

http://tldsb.ca/your-voice-matters/
http://tldsb.ca/your-voice-matters/
http://tldsb.ca/your-voice-matters/

