
 

 

Principal’s Message 
Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our students and families who 

are new to Bracebridge Public School!  I hope that everyone had a wonderful 

summer break and that you are ready for a great year of fun and learning! 

We have many new additions to our staff.  Please join me in welcoming: Mrs. 

MacKinnon, Mrs. Wiles, Ms. Carruthers-Parkin, Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. Golden, Mrs. 

Jones, Ms. Postma, Ms. Wallace & Ms. Beckner 

Over the summer the custodians have been working very hard to prepare for the 

return of staff and students.  A big thank you to Mr. Thomson and his staff who 

have the school sparkling clean!  

A reminder that our school day begins at 8:40 and ends at 3:10.  Before school 

there is supervision on the yard from 8:20 in the morning.  Our balanced day 

schedule at BPS has  two equal nutrition breaks.  The breaks will each be 40 

minutes with 20 minutes for eating and 20 minutes for outdoor activities.  The 

nutrition breaks will occur at 10:30-11:10 and 12:50-1:30.  With written permission, 

students may leave the school at the 12:50 break, however, they must ensure that 

they return to the school within the 40 minute time period so they do not miss 

instructional time. 

All of the Bracebridge Public School staff is looking forward to a wonderful year 

with your children.  We are very fortunate to have talented teachers, educational 

assistants, DECE teachers, secretaries and custodial staff, who provide incredible 

opportunities for our children to feel welcome and excel to the best of their abili-

ties. 

As always, please feel free to drop into the office to see me or call for an appoint-

ment if you have any comments, questions or concerns.  I look forward to work-

ing with you this school year.       

 Mary Lou Lefler        
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  Dates to Remember:  
 Meet the Teacher Night 

      September 12th—5:30-7:00 

 Picture Days 

     September 18th– Gr. JK-5 

     September 19th—Gr. 6-8 

 Book Fair —   September 11th—13th 

 Terry Fox Run —    Thursday,  

                                 September 26th 

 School Council Meeting  - Sep. 25th 

    @ 7:00 p.m.  

 Primary Playground Playday — 

        September 28th 
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School Agendas 

Agendas will continue 

to be used at BPS to 

organize information 

and to serve as a com-

munication tool be-

tween school and home. 

We ask that all stu-

dents bring $6.00 to 

their classroom teacher 

as soon as possible to 

pay for the agendas.  

School Photos 

School Pictures will be taken on 

Wed. September 18th for students  in Kindergarten 

to Grade 5 and Thursday, September 19th for  

students in Grades 6 to 8. 

Meet the Teacher Night 

Please join us for an opportunity to 

meet your child’s teacher on Thurs-

day September 12th from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  

The Scholastic Book Fair will also be open in the 

Library that evening. 

http://www.balsabridge.com/images/clipart/bridge-z.gif
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 Remember that if you are dropping off 

items for your child, they should be left 

at the office and we will ensure your 

child gets them.  We ask that all of our visitors 

check into the main office to pick up a visitor’s 

pass before going anywhere in the school.  

This helps to ensure safety for all. 

BPS Staff for 2013-2014 

Teaching Staff: 

JK/SK—Nancy Jackson 

JK/SK— Jill Golden (Deb Beathune on leave) 

1/2– Melanee Armstrong 

1/2—Seanne vanSluytman 

1/2– Jenna Morrison 

3– Brandy Fry/Heather Fernandez 

3/4-Michelle vanKooten 

4– Jeff Davis 

5/6– Sonja Chunick 

5/6-Kim Wiles 

6– Megan Jones 

7/8-Kellli Gates 

7/8-Melanie MacKinnon 

7/8-Seta Moore 

Bridging Class– Lisa Carruthers-Parkin 

Coaching Class– Jason Prichard 

Phys.Ed.– Kathryn Aitken, Karen Davis 

Music– Sherri Breuker 

French– Kim Schroeder 

Llibrarian—Susan Milner 

Special Education– Sheryl Manolakos,     

 Karen Davis, Susan Milner 

D.E.C.E.-Mary Finch, Mona Horvath 

Educational Assistants: Helen Young-

Armstrong, Kendra Robins, Barbi Shultis,  

Lydia Truswell, Nicole Wallace, Lisa Hamilton, 

Sarah Meikle, Jennifer Broomer, Elizabeth 

Beckner, Ingrid vanRyn, Brenda Boniface,  

Patti Postma, Christine McBride, Laura Dixon 

Custodial Staff: David Thomson, Don Meeks, 

Blake Ross, Sandra Moore 

Secretaries: Kim Armstrong,  Glynis Waters 

Morning arrival - When arriving in the morning 

children should be heading directly to the play-

ground and not coming into the school, unless it is 

raining or other indoor recess weather.   

Dismissal routines will remain the same as they 

did last year.  Students who are bussed will go 

and wait in the gym, walkers will leave through the 

door nearest to their classrooms to avoid conges-

tion in the hallways.  

Please help us to avoid congested and unsafe 

hallways by arranging to meet your child outside if 

you are picking them up after school.  We ask that 

you do not go to your child ’ s classroom at the 

end of the day to pick up your child. 

ANAPHYLAXIS 

We continue to have several students and 

staff with severe allergies to a variety of 

products.  In particular, we have individuals with se-

vere allergies to nuts.  We ask that you do not bring 

anything containing nuts and nut products to school.  

As well, we ask that you not send WOW butter to 

school with your child as it is difficult to determine 

whether it is peanut butter or WOW butter.  By work-

ing together we can all help reduce the risk to our stu-

dents.  Some students and staff are adversely affect-

ed by fragrances.  We would appreciate if you could be 

considerate in keeping perfumes to a minimum while in 

the school for any length of time. 

TAKING MEDICINE AT SCHOOL /  

STUDENTS WITH MEDICAL CONDTIONS 
Students must have medical forms signed by 

the doctor and parent for regular distribution 

of medication at school.  Please come into the 

office to get this paperwork if it is required.  

We encourage parents to be responsible for the administer-

ing of occasional medications such as penicillin, etc. either 

by coming in to administer it yourself or having a morning 

and night prescription. Please update information and make 

us aware of any medical conditions or allergies that may af-

fect your child while at school. 
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BPS School Council News: 

Join us for our first BPS School Council 

meeting to jump start the 2013/2014 School 

year on  

Wednesday, September 25—6:30pm at BPS in the library.  

Being part of the School Council is a great opportunity for 

parents to be involved in their child’s education and to be 

supportive of the school.   All parents are welcome to attend 

these monthly meetings!  The elections for this year’s 

School Council Executive will be held at this meeting.  

Nomination forms are available in the office.  These need to 

be submitted into the office by Friday, September 21st, 

2012. 

The BPS School council is pleased to 

announce it is officially online! 
Find us at bpsparents.ca for information on 

upcoming events, fundraising schedules and 

details, and much more ...... 

Have any questions about us? Would you like to see what 

we're up to for 2013 / 2014 and want to help? E-mail us at 

bpsparents.ca@gmail.com . To help with fundraising, or if 

you have questions bpsparents.fundraising@gmail.com 

Do you use facebook? Now, so do we ..... just look for bps-

school council to find our page. Connect with us to get invi-

tations to meetings and socials, find out more about what 

your kids are talking about, let us know what your thoughts 

are. 

To finish the online loop, the BPS School council is also on 

Twitter @bpsparents!! With the most up to date info and 

changes, this is an easy way to get information as it unfolds. 

It is our hope to use our online pages to keep all of our in-

formation easy for everyone to find. 

Help Wanted –   

We are in need of volunteers to help with a 

variety of things in and around the school.  Cur-

rently we need volunteers to shop for the 

breakfast program.  If you are available from 

approximately 8:00 until 9:00 any days of the 

week, we’d love to have your help.  We also need assistance with 

the salad bar on Thursdays. 

We also require assistance with lice checks and training can be 

provided.  This important job helps us all to ensure that our school 

is nit free. 

All volunteers must have a current police check.  These forms can 

be picked up in the BPS office and there is no cost to have it com-

pleted.  If you have completed a police check recently, then it is 

only necessary to fill out an offense declaration form, which is also 

available in the office.   

Terry Fox Annual School Run 

On Thursday, September 26 we will 

be holding our Annual Terry Fox 

Walk/Run.   

As an alternative to pledges, we are asking that 

each student contribute either a Loonie  or a 

Toonie which will be donated to Cancer Research. 

The Bracebridge Terry Fox Run will take place on 

Saturday, September 15th.   

Book Fair at BPS! 

Every reader is a star at the Scholas-

tic Bookfair.  Come to our Scholastic 

Bookfair in the B.P.S. Library on Sep. 

11, Sep. 12 and Sep. 13. Check out an 

exciting selection of books for all levels of readers.  

Don’t forget to fill out the ballot on the back of your 

Scholastic Bookfair flyer so you are entered to win 

$25.00 in books for you and your family and $25.00 

in books for your classroom.  See you there! 

News from the Gym:   

Every student will be participating 

in the physical education program at B.P.S..  

To ensure your child’s safety, we ask that each student 

wear running shoes that either lace up or have Velcro 

closures.  Slip-on running shoes can be dangerous in 

certain situations.  Students in grades 4 to 8 will also 

be expected to wear t-shirt and shorts during gym as 

well.  Please  help by reminding your child to come 

prepared on Phys. Ed days.   

We are also looking for gently used running shoes to 

be used by the students.  If you have any that you 

think are suitable, please drop them off in the main 

office or Ms. Aitken’s office by the gym.   

Volunteers Needed: 

There will be many upcoming school events hap-
pening out of the BPS gym.  This fall we plan to do 
a Primary Playday, Cross Country Running, the 
Evan Luker Run and Terry Fox.  All of these activi-
ties require volunteers.  If you would be at all inter-
ested in volunteering for these or any other school 
sporting events, please contact the office or Ms 
Aitken.  Just a reminder that all volunteers must 
have a current police check.  Thank you in advance 
for your support and cooperation. 

http://bpsparents.ca
mailto:bpsparents.ca@gmail.com
mailto:bpsparents.fundraising@gmail.com
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Bracebridge Sportsplex Fall Events 
 

September 10th fall and winter registration day for swim lessons, recreation programs, training programs.  
Starts at 7:30 a.m. on line or in person. Contact the recreation department for more information 705-645-3037. 
Thursday September 19th Pirate of the Carabiner Day on the Climbing wall, 5-7 p.m. Join us for some swashbuckling fun 
on National Pirate Day, and learn to talk like a pirate. 
Friday September 20th Youth Dance for students in Grade 5-8. 6:30 -10 p.m. Admission $9.00 at the door. 
Sat Sept 28th Tour de Rock, an 8 week climbing skills program culminating in an fun friendly competition. 10-11 a.m. 
Outdoor Fun with Nigel October 5th from 10-4 p.m. at the Bracebridge Resource Management Centre. Space is limited. 
Shelter building, survival skills from local expert and fantastic story teller Nigel Wilson. 

2013-14 Guiding Registration  
Parents can get Girl Guides of Canada Registration information for 
Girls aged 5-18 ( Sparks, Brownies, Guides, Pathfinders & Rangers) 
on Sept 10 at the Bracebridge Sportsplex 4:00- 7:30p.m. ........... you 
can go to www.girlguides.ca to register your daughter, ..........or call 
Audrey Forth at 705-645-8331 for further information . The first unit 

meetings in Bracebridge will start the week of September 16. 

2013-14  
Scouting Registration.  
 

Scouts Canada has programs for 
boys and girls aged 5-18 (Beaver 
Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts, and 
Venturer Scouts). Boys and girls 
can register with 1st and 3rd 
Bracebridge Scouting on Tuesday, 
September 10 from 4:00 - 7:30 at 
the Sportsplex or on Wednesday, 
September 11 from 7:00 - 8:30 at 
the Rotary Centre. Call Diana at 
705-645-2171 or Shawn at 705-
645-2530 or go to 
www.facebook.com/
CottageCountryScouting for more 
information. You can also regis-

ter online at www.myscouts.ca  

Please Return to School...  
The Student Information Form with all necessary changes.  

$6.00 for the agenda.  

Physical Education - Medical Information Form  

Interschool Athletics form 

Safe Arrival Form  

Volunteer Helper Form (if you are able to help) 

Please call the school at 645-5209 if you are able to volunteer at the Breakfast Club (1 or more 
mornings a week, 7:45-9 am) and support this wonderful program or volunteer for lice checks 

in your child‟s classroom.  

All students are reminded to ask lots of questions, help each other, 

remember their manners and try their very best to reach their goal.  

SCHOOL HOURS 

Entry Bell   8:45 a.m.  

Start Time       8:50 a.m. 

Nutriton Break #1   10:45-11:15 a.m. 

Nutrition Break #2  12:35 - 1:35 p.m. 

Dismissal           3:10 p.m. 

http://www.girlguides.ca
http://www.facebook.com/CottageCountryScouting
http://www.facebook.com/CottageCountryScouting
http://www.myscouts.ca

