
 

 

Principal’s Message 

  HOHOHO! It’s beginning to look a lot like Winter and the energy in 
the air is building!  It is easy to sense the children’s excitement about 
the upcoming holiday.  It has been a very busy fall and both the stu-
dents and the staff continue to smile and embrace new challenges 
every day.  Working together, we continue to make improvements to 
our learning and our teaching practices and to student success.  
Even more importantly, we focus on providing an engaging and car-
ing environment where your children can learn and grow to be the 

best people they can be.   

As the holidays approach, however, the school takes on a slightly 

different flavour with a little more singing and music, some festive 

decorations and a little lighter atmosphere.  At BPS we will be cele-

brating the students, their accomplishments and all that is great 

about the school as we enjoy the “rush” that December brings.  

Christmas and the holiday season is a time to give thanks for our 

families and friends, and for all the people, supports and services in 

our community that we often take for granted. We hope that you will 

join us on December 17th at 7:00 pm for our evening Christmas con-

cert.  The Kindergarten classes will be hosting their concert at 2:00 

p.m on December 12th.  We also hope that the season will allow you 

to take time to slow down to celebrate family life and all the wonder-

ful accomplishments your children have achieved.  It is a magical 

time of year and I wish you a joyous and happy holiday season.   

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 

stop into the office or arrange an appointment. 

Mary Lou Lefler 
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Dates to Remember:  

 
 December 11th  - Mathletes 

for grades 3-6 classes 

 December 12th—Kindergarten 

Christmas Concert 2:00 pm 

 December 12th—Elective 

forms due 

 December 13th—Basketball  

tournament grade 7/8 teams 

 December 17th—Christmas 

Concert 7:00 pm 

 December 20th— start of 

Christmas Holidays 

 January 7th  -  Back to School 
 

VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED FOR BPS 

SALAD BAR 

BPS is fortunate enough to have a nutritional program in 

place that offers a free salad bar to every grade division 

in the school on a rotating basis.  A core group of grade 8 

students help prepare and serve the fruit and veggies but an adult volun-

teer is needed to oversee the prep. 

Time Commitment: 

January – June 2014  Every Thursday from 12:30-2:00PM 

Duties Include: Assisting grade 8 students with: 

Filling the salad bar with fruits and veggies 

Serving salad to students during the lunch hour 

Cleaning and putting away all dishes and salad bar 

 

Please contact the office if you are able to assist with this healthy 

eating initiative 
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  Fresh Food Basket  

If you are looking for an affordable healthy way to provide fresh 

nutritious fruits and vegetables to your family you might want to 

consider getting a fresh food basket. The Fresh Food Basket costs 

$20.00 and is great value as it contains more fresh fruit and vegetables 

then you would be able to 

purchase on your own. 

Ordering your basket is very simple.  Just make 

your payment at any one of the following 

locations:  Muskoka Family Focus, Nipissing 

University, Family Youth and Child Services, 

DOM, Employment Supports and Service Office, 

ODSP or Hands. Your basket can then be picked 

up at the Bracebridge United Church, just 2 

streets over from BPS. 

Electives: 

Elective forms are being 

sent home with all stu-

dents in grades 1 to 8.  A 

variety of activities are 

being offered which provide students 

with opportunities for new learning.  

Please make sure to fill out the forms 

and return them to the school by De-

cember 12th.  

BPS Holiday Concerts 

Please join us for our festive holiday concerts.  

The kindergarten classes will be holding their 

concert together in the gym on Thursday, De-

cember 12th at 2:00 p.m. 

Our evening concert will be 

held on Tuesday, December 

17th at 7:00 p.m. 

We look forward to seeing 

you at these events. 

Have you finished your Christmas shopping?  Are you planning to purchase gift 
cards? Purchase gift cards and a portion of the money spent is given back to the 
school. Your BPS Parent Council has launched this fundraising program to sup-

port school initiatives!   
 

Check it out, it’s not your average fundraising program!!! 

For more information, visit our website:   

www.bpsparents.ca   

Questions?  

Email Michelle Kennedy, Parent Council Representative at:  

bpsparents.fundraising@gmail.com 

Month Pay By Pick Up 

January Tuesday 7th Thursday 16th 

February Tuesday 4th Thursday 13th 

March Tuesday 4th Thursday 20th 

April Tuesday 8th Thursday 17th 

May Tuesday 6th Thursday 15th 

June Tuesday 3rd Thursday 12th 

http://www.bpsparents.ca
mailto:bpsparents.fundraising@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE: 

B.P.S. Annual Coffee 

House will be held on Thurs-

day February 27th from 5:30 –8:00.  The 

evening will have an Olympic theme.  

There will be music, a student art show 

and various activities for the kids.  Please 

be sure to join us and all students should 

begin saving their artwork to be entered 

into the art show.  Try creating some arts 

and crafts linked to the Olympics over the 

holiday break and save it to be shared at 

the Coffee House. 
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REMINDER: 

Please discuss appointments and after school 

arrangements with your child before he/she 

leaves for school in the morning and use stu-

dent agendas to record this information for 

teachers.  This will avoid confusion for chil-

dren and staff at dismissal time. The BPS of-

fice is a very busy place and it is difficult to 

manage the many phone calls that come into 

the office at the end of the day to deal with 

these arrangements.  It is understood that oc-

casionally emergency situations arise that re-

quire phone calls, and these situations will 

gladly be handled. 

Lost and Found 

Please be sure to ask your child to 

check out the lost and found for 

articles of clothing that he/she 

may have lost at school.  All of the 

clothing is hanging on hangers 

outside of the gym, in the hallway by the ramp 

doors. Shoes and boots are out in plain view and 

there are separate boxes for hats and mitts. 

Every student goes to the gym at least 3 times a 

week so a quick peek at what is there might help 

reunite them with  lost items. 

Please remember to label all clothing with your 

child’s name to help us return belongings to their 

owners. 

DECEMBER CHARACTER 

TRAIT  

COMPASSION 

Compassion is being understanding and 

caring, showing empathy by wanting to 

help, listen and say kind words. 

Snow Is In The Air… 

Yes, the season of snowforts and 

snowballs will soon be upon us. 

We encourage fort building as it 

is a great team building experience. Please 

remind your child(ren) that throwing snow is 

not allowed. 

BPS Sliding Hill Rules—All students must 

wear a helmet to slide on school hills. 

1. Make sure the path is clear before start-

ing down the hill. 

2. Sit on your behind when sliding. 

3. When you are finished your run, get out 

of the way quickly. 

4. Use only the stairs to get up the hill. 

Inclement Weather:Inclement Weather:  

With the arrival of the winter weather, 

just a reminder to listen to one of the 

following radio stations for bus can-

cellation information on mornings 

when the weather is questionable:  

MORE FM 105.5, The Moose 99.5; Rock 95.7, EZ 

Rock 105.9 or CBC 94.3 (Huntsville).  You can 

also check the TLDSB website at www.tldsb.on.ca 

TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALL BPS STU-

DENTS, PARENTS OF OUR WALKING CHIL-

DREN ARE ASKED TO  CALL OUR SAFE ARRI-

VAL NUMBER  645-3801 



 

 

 Dads ‘n Kids of Muskoka  

Hey Kids – bring your dad (and mom or 

other special adult) to play for FREE at 

the Gravenhurst YMCA on the last Sun-

day of every month!  

Activities include:  

10:00-11:30am Drop In Open Gym (10yrs+)  

1:30-2:00pm Kids Drums Alive (6-12yrs)  

11:30-12:30pm Badminton (6-12yrs)  

11:00-11:30am Family Soccer  

12:30-1:30pm Family Gym  

12:15-2:00pm Family Swim  

2:00-3:30pm Open Swim  

For more information, please feel free to visit our 

website at ww.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca or call 705-

687-9899.  The YMCA of Simcoe/Muskoka participates 

with other community partners on the Muskoka Fa-

thering Coalition: Like the Muskoka Fathering Coali-

tion on Facebook for current information about local 

programming and other resources of interest to dads 

and kids in Muskoka. 

 

December Events at the Bracebridge Sportsplexd 

Friday Dec 6th—the 20th annual Festival of Lights at the Bird Mill Mews in down-

town Bracebridge.  Special guests include Jam Sandwich, Bracebridge Fire Depart-
ment, the Bracebridge Phantoms and the jolly old fellow himself, Santa Claus. Free 
cookies and hot chocolate, pictures with Santa and Fireworks.  Stay for smores and 
wagon rides courtesy of the Bracebridge BIA. 

Thursday December 12—Pictures with Santa 5:30 -7:30 pm.  

Friday December 13 6:30-10 pm Youth Video Dance - admission $9.00 

Friday December 20th—PA day camp  $28.70 per child. Swimming, crafts, active 

games, great group activities. 

Christmas Break Camp - December 23,24, 30, 31 and January 2-3 2014.  Differ-

ent activities every day including swimming, active games, crafts, cooking and out-
door fun weather permitting. $28.70 per day. 

 


